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Raiification of the Constiia-
tional Amendment.
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HNeo Human Bondage After; Dec.
18, 1865.

THE YROGRESE OF RECONS SRUCTION.

Withdrawal of Milite gy Govern-
ment in Ala¥ jama.

PROCLAM/ jPION.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD | Smogmrary OF STATE
oF THE UN (ogp SraATES,
Wo Ailto Whom these Pre gopts May Come, Greeting :

Enow ye, that, Wb groas, the Congress of the
United States, oo ghe ist of February last,
‘peesed a resolutior y which ig in the words follow-
#og, namely : '

% A resolutior ygubmitting to the Legislatures
of the several /States a proposition to amend the
Oonstitution of fhe United Sfates :

Resolwed, By the Yenate aud House of Repre-
sentalives of the Dnited States of America, in
Oongress ragsembled, two-thirds of both Houses
®ODCUIT g, that the following article be pro-
Posed * o the Legislatures of the wseveral States
& a0 , gmendment to the Constitution of the
Onit pd States, which, when ratifiod by three-
®ou rihe of said Legislatures, shall be valid to
&8 /intents and purposes a8 o part of said Consti-
% ghion, namely :

Armonm XTI,
Bucmior 1. Neither slavery nor z‘moiuntary
wervitude, croeptras a punishmeni for crime
wwhereof the party shall have beer duty convicted,
shall exist within the United States or any place
subject io thewr jurisdiction,

Brc. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce
Mhis article by appropriate legistation.

And, whereas, it sppears from official docu-
saneuts on file in this departaont that the Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States
wproposed as aforesaid, hos been ratified by the
Amgislatures of the States of IlHinois, Rhode
¥eland, Michigan, Maryland, New-York,
West Virginia, Maine, Kansas, Massachu-
wootls, Penngylvenia, Virginia, Obio, Missouri,
Nevada, Indiana, Louigiana, Minﬁeuota, Wiscon-
ain, Vermont, Tennessee, Arkansas, Connecti-
wut, New-Hampshire, South Carolina, Alabama,
North Caroling and Georgia, in all twenty-seven
Biates ;

And whereag, the whole nuwber of Btates in
4he United States is thirty-sgix ;

Axud whereas, the before wspecially named
Btates, whose Legislatures have ratified the said
proposed amendment, constitute three-fourths
of the wholo number of States in the United
Biates ; PO ey

* Now, therefore, be it known bthab I, Winriam
H. BewarD, Secretary of State of the United
‘Btates, by virsue and in pursaance of the second
mection of the act of €ongress approved the 20th
-of April, 1818, entitled “An Act to provide for
4he publication of the laws of the United States
amd for other purposes,” do hereby certify that
fhe amendment aforesaid EAS BECOME VALID TO
ALL INTENTS AND PUKPOSES AS A PART OF THE
@ONSTITUTION: OF THE UNITED STATES.

Iw testimony whereof, I have hereunto set iy
hand and caused the seal of the Department
of State to be affised. Done at the City .of
‘Washington, this 18th day of December, in
the year of our Lord 1865, and of the Inde-
pendencee of the United States of America
4he 90th. WM. H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State.

RESTORATION IN ALABAMA.

P
Whe Precidenmt Directs the Surrender of
Govermmental Functions to the
Elected Officers, and Withdraws the
Provisional Govermor.
The ifollowing has been addressed by Mr.
Bxwanp to Mr. PARSONS:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
‘WasBINGTON, Dec. 18, 1865. }

¥o His Excellency Lewis E. Paisons, Provisional Gover-
wor of the State of Alabamna, Montgomery, Ala.

Ein: The time has arvived, in the judgment of the
Fresident of the Umited States, when the care and
sonduct.of the proper aflairs of the State of Alabama
wmay be remitted to the comstitutional authorities
shogen by the people thereof, without danger to the
vence and safety of the United States.

By divection of the President of the United States,
Werefore you are relieved from the trust which was
beretofore reposed in you 28 Provisional Governor of
e State of Alabama. Whenever the Governor elect
shall have accepted and become gualified to discharge
dhe duties of the executive office, you will transfer the
papers and property of the State now in your custody
fo His Excellency the Governor elect.

It gives me especial pleasure to convey to you the
President’s acknowledgment of the fidelity, the loyalty
snd the discretion which have marked your adminis-
ration.

You will please give me a reply, specifying the day
ex= which this communication is reccived.

I bave the honor to be your Excellency’s most obe-
#lext gervant, WM. H., SEWARD.

ME. SEWARD TO TEE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA,

DrEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WasuiNGTON, Dec. 18, 1865. }

Big: By direction ot the President I have the honor
Bexewith to transmit to you a copy of a communica-
Won which has been addressed to his Excelleney,
Lxwis E. Parsons, late Provisional Governor of Ala-
Jaaea, whereby he has been relieved of the trust here-
were reposed in him, and directed to deliver into
pour Excellency’s possession the papers and property
alating fo that trust.

I have the honor to tender to you the cobperation of
ke Government of the United States whenever it may
s fonnd necessary [in effecting the early restoration
R the permanent prosperity and welfare of the State
wer which you have been called to preside.

Iheve the honor {0 be, with great respect, your
Bodient poyvant Wi, H, SEWARD,

THIRTY-NINTH CONGRESS.

sl il
FIRST SEESION,
R TR
SENATE. .. Monday, Dec. 18
PAX OF THE NAVY.
M. G, of Towa, (Union,) presented tire
petition, of Vioe-Admiral FARRAGUT and eleven hun-
dred other officers of iho navy, asking for an increase
of eomvensation.
. The petition was referred to the Comumittee on
"Naval Affairs,
SENATOR OOLLAHEB’S PAY.
. Mr. BRoww, of Missouri, (Union,) reportéd a reso-
“Jution instracting the Secretary of the Senate to pay
out of the Uontingent Fund of the Senate, to Mrs.
MARY COLTANER, the amount due to Hon. JACOE Coz~
LAMER at the time of his death,
The resclution was. passed.
SUPPORT OF DESTITUTE INDIANS.
My, DoorrrriE, of Wisconsin, (Union,) from the
Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a regolution
for the expenditure of $£40,000 for the support of

destitute Indians in ths Southern dep and
the purchase of agricultural implements for said In-
dians, the mongy to be taken from a fund of
$1,200,000, n0'¥ in the possession of the Secretary of
ihe Interior for such purpose.
The regolution was adopted.

SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON.

Yhr. WiLson, ot Magsachusetts, (Union,) offered &
"0ill to grant a miion of acres of the public lands for
the benefit of the Public Schools in the Distriet of
Columbia, which was referred to the Committee on
Public Lands.

DEPLETING THE ARMY.

Mr. WirsoN introduced the following, which was
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs:

Resolved, That the Committee on Mititary Affairs;be in-
structed to inquive into the expediency of instituting &
Board of Examination, to be composed of distinguished
officers of the regular and volunteer force, with the view
of relieving any officers of tho cavalry, artillery and in-
fantry regiments, of the regular army, who have not
rendered meritorious tervice daring t_,ize Jate war, or
ghall be found in any way incorapetent or inefiicient in
the discharge of their duties; and of filng the vacancies
80 created %y careful seleotion from the officers of the
regular army, the Veteran Reserve Corps and the Vol-
untecr forces, most distingunished for service in tho field
or elsewhere, during the war, whose grade shall be de-
termined without regard to present rank or arm of the
service, but with sole regard to qualifications and meri-
torious service.

Mr. Wirson explained the object of the above reso-
lution. He said there were men in the regular army
who had rendered no service, comparatively, during
the war, while many who had commanded corps and
divisions would have to return to subordinate pogi-
tions in the regalar army. It was the object of the
resolution to enable the country to take advaniage of
the experience which many officers in the regular and
volunteer gervice had obtained in the past four years.

Mr. HENDRICKS, of Indiana, (Dem.,) inguired of Mr.
‘WiLsoN, of the Commiltee on Military Affairs, if he
would report the House resolution for the retention
of the Veteran Reserve Corps before the recess.

Mr. WiLsoN said the Military Committee would re-
port the resolution referred to as soon as it had ascer-
tained certain facts in relation to the Veteran Reserve
Corps, for which the Secretary of War had been ap-
plied to.

THE WHITE HOUSE.
Mr. FessENDEN, of Maine, (Union,) called up the
House bill for the refurnigshing and repdiring of the
Fresident’s House; which was passed.

GRANT’S REPORT.

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, (Union,) offered a resolution
for the printing of ten thousand copies of Lieut.-Gen.
GRANT’s report; which was referred to the Committee
on Printing,

NAVAL REGISTER.

Mr. ANrHONY, of Rhode Island (Uniom,) ofiered a
regolution tor the printing of three thousand copies of
the Navy Register for 1865, which was referred to the
Committee on Printing.

ADJOUBNMENT.

Mr. Wirson called up the House resolution for ad-
jeurnment and recess.

Mr. FEssENDEN interposed objections and Mr. Wir-
#0N withdrew his motion.

NAVAL ATFAIRS.

Mr. Wirson offered the ' following, which was
adopted:

Resoloed, That the Committee on Commerce be in-
structed to inquire mto and re upon the manner in
which American vessels, transferred during the rebellion
te British owners, are now being refurnished with Amer-
ican registers, and if the same be not in accordance with
law, what legislation, if any, is necessary to prevent such
transaction.

BOUNTIES.

Mr. Howr, of Wigconsin, (Union,) introduced a bill,
which was referred to the Military Committee, provid-
ing that the bounties secured to volunteers reénlist-
ing, or persons enlisting.in the regular or volunteer
service of the United States by joint resolution ap-
proved Jan. 13, 1864, or by joint resolution approved
March 3, 1864, sball be paid to such enlisted or reén-
listed persons, notwithstanding such persons may
subsequently have received commissions in such ser-
vice.

BOUNDARY OF NEVADA.

Mr. Ny, of Nevada, (Union,) presented a bill to ad-
just the boundary lines between California, Nevada,
Arizona and Utah, which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Territories.

BRIDGE OVEE THE MISSISSIPPI.

Mr. Browx, of Missouri, (Union,) presented a bill
1o authorize the construction of a bridge over the
Misrigsippi River, at St. Louis, which was referred to
the C‘ommittee on Post-oftices and Post Roads.

QUALIFICATIONS OF JURORS.

Mr. Dooryrrrr infroduced a bill in relation to the
qualifications of jurors, and to writs of error in cer-
tain cases, which provides that no person shall be
held incompetent to act as a Grand Juror by reason of
baving formed or expressed an opinion upon the mat-
ter in question, founded upon public rumor, state-
ments of the public journals, or the common history
of thé times, provided he be otherwise competent, and
itappear to the satisfaction of the court that, notwith-
standing such opinion, he can and will act impartial-
ly and true presentment making to the evidence.

It fuvther provides that in trials of public of-
fences against the United States no person shall be
held incompetent to act as a juror on account of hav-
ing formed an opinion, as above founded, upon like
informa ion if otherwise competent and impartial.

PRESIDENT LINCOLN.

Mr. Foox, of Vermont, (Union,) presented the fol-
lowing, which was adopted:

The joint committee appointed to consider and report
by what token of respect and affection it may be proper
to express the deep sensibility of the nation to the event
of the decease of their late President, ABRAHAM LiIN-
COLN, have, according to order, had the same under con-
sideration, and, as the result of their deliberations, re-
pﬁnt tt.he following resolutions, and recommend their
adaption:

Rexolved, Mhat the melancholy event of the violent and
tragic death of ABRAHAM LINCOLN, late President of the
United States, having occurred during the recess of Con-
gress, and the two Houses sharing in the general grief,
and Jasu-mg to manitest their sensibility upon the oc-
casion of that public bereavement, therefore be it

Resolved, by the Senate,the House of Representatives concurring,
That the two Houses of Congress will assemble in the
House of Representatives on Monday, the 12th of Febru-
ary next, that being his anniversary birthday, at the hour
of 12, Meridian. and that in the presence ot the vwo Houses
there assembled, an address upon the life and character
of ABRAHAM LINCOLN, late President of the United
States, be pronounced by Hon. E. M, 8TANTON, and that
the President of the Senate pro tem., and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, be requested to invite the
President of the United States, the heads of the several
departments, the Judges of the Supreme Court, the
representatives .of foreign governments near this gov-
ernment, and such officers of the army and navy as have
received the thanks of Congress, who may then ie at the

be it further

Resolved, That the President of the United States be
requested to transmit a copy of these resclutions to Mrs.
LINCOLN, and to assure her of the profound sympathy of
the two Houses of Congress for her deep personal aéio—
tion, and of their sincere condolence for the late na-
tional bereavement.

COURT OF CLAIMS,

Mr. TRUMBULL, of Illinois, (Union,) introduced a
bill inrelation to the Court of Claims, repealing the
tourteenth section of the act of March 3, 1863, to
amend the act to establish the court and allowing an
appeal to be taken in all cases, mentioned in the fifth
section of that act, at any time within ninety days
after the passage of this bill, except in cases where
the amounts found due by said court have been paid ai
the Treasury.

The bill was referred to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

APPOINTMENT OF APPRAISERS.

Mr. Morean, of New-York, (Union,) iniroduced a
bill to amend the laws relative to certain officers at
New-York, which provides for the appointment of ap-
praisers by the President, with the advice and consent
of the Senate, and assistant appraisers by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury,one of whom,with special reference
to his duties, shall be an examiner of drugs and chem-
icals. It also provides that instead of the clerks now
employed for the examination and appraisement of
-gqoda; examiners shall be appointed; who shall re-
ceive their appointment from the Secretary of the
Treasury. It further provides that it shall be unlaw-
ful for any employes of the Custom-House to be em-
ployed in any mercantile or commercial business,
The com_pex}sa,tion of the appraiser is fixed at $5,000,
and the assistant appraiser at $3,000 per annum, pay-
able monthly.

The bill was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce,

TUNITED STATES COURTS,

Mr, HENDERSON, of Missouri, (Union,) introduced a
bill concerning the Judicial Courts of the United
Btates, giving to the District Courts of the United
States original cognizance of all suits now originally
«cognizable by the Circuit Courts of the United States,
and allowing all suits by appeals and writs of error,
now pending in the Cireuit Courts, to be certified to
in the courts established by this act. It also provides
that hvereafter there shall be in each Judicial District
only one Circuit Court of the United States, the Judge
of which shall be the Justice of the Supreme Court,
agsigl_l‘ed to that circuit, and the District Judge of said
eircuit.

The bill was referred to the Commifiee on the
Judiciary.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

seat of government, to be present on the occasion; and |

yvent into Execntive_ Session, aud Boon after the open-
ing of the doors again,
Adjourned. —r
HOUSE OF RFPRESENTATIVES.

EWORN 1IN,
Mr. BenaauMny G. Hargrs, of Maryland, (Dem.,)
SAMUEL MOLW®AN, delegate from Montana, and Wu.
H. HooPER, delegate from Utah, respectively appear-
ed and qualified by taking the required osth.

AREANSAS MEMBERS.

Mr. Sm1TH, 'of Kentucky, (Union,) presented the cre-
dentials of Jimms M. JoHNEON, member eiect from
the Third Congressional District of the State of

Arlaasas, which werereferred to the Select Committee
on Reconstraction.

M. 8mrTH algo offered a resolution, and demanded
%he “previous question,” that James M. JOHNSON,.
elected to the Thirty-ninth Congress from the Third
Congressional District of Arkansag, be admitted to
the privileges of the floor during the pendency of his
claim as a Representative. ’

Mr. STEvEeNs, of Pennsylvania, (Union,) and Mr.
AsHLTY, of Ohio, objected to this introduction of the
regolution.

The Speaker said the admission to the floor was not
a question of privilege, when My. SMITH withdrew the
question for the present.

REBEL DEBT.

Mr. PricE, of Towa, (Union,) offered the following:

Wicreas, 'The public prosperity and duty all require
that the representatives of a free and loyal constituency
should at the opening of the first session of Congress,
after the suppression of the rebellion, see that in the re-
organization and readmission of the States recently in
arms against the government, no possible safeguard
shouldu%o left unprovided, which will prevent in the fu-
turs a recurrence of the troubles of the past; and

Whereas, An atterapt to assume the rebel debt in some
shape, and to repudiate the national debt in some man-
ner, and algo to pay for the slaves made free, are among
the probabilities of the future; and \ v

Whereas, '1he most effective way of pmven@ng_ext_hgr or
all of the se troubles isto s0 d the Consti fof the
United States g8 to preclude for all time to come any or
either of these acte; therefore

Be it Resolved, That in the opinion of the House the
Constitution os the United States should be g0 amended
that no State which hasrecently been in rebellion againgt
the government ought to be entitled to representation in
Congress unti! such State shall, by its Legislature or
other proper const.tuted authority, have adopted said
amendments.

The above proposition was referred, without debate,
to the Select Committee on Reconstruction.

NAVY-YARD IN MICHIGAN.

Mr. FERrny, of Michigan, (Union,) introduced & bill
to establish & naval yaxd and depot at Grand Haven,
in Michigan, appropriating $100,000 for such purpose.
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

REPEAL OF FISHING BOUNTIES.

Mr. WasHBURKE, of Illinois, {Union,) introduced a
bill repealing #ll Jaws providing for fishing bounties.
Reterred to the Committee on Commerce.

GOVERNMENT FOR THE INDIANS.

Mr. Huseanp, of Jowa, {Union,) introduced a bill
for the consolidation of the Indian tribes, and to es-
tablish & civil government i the Indian Territory. It
is identical with the plan proposed in the Senate bill
of Mr. HARLAX at the last session. Referred to the
Committee on Indian Affaire.

BRIDGE OVER THE MISSISSIPPI.

Mr. Harpivg, of Illinois, introduced a bill, which
was referred, providing that any railroad bridge across
the Mississippi River at Quincy, Illinois, constructed
s0 28 not to obstruet nawigation, and in accordance
with the adjudication of the Supreme Court, is de-
clared a highway of commerce among the States and a
post-route of the Unrted States, and until the bridge is
constructed a ferry at that point is authorized as a
highway and post-route. v

NATIORAL CUBRENCY.

Mr. PricE, of Jowa (Union,) introduced a bill to
amend the act to provide a national currency by ad-
ding a provigo to section sixteenth, pormittiug any
National Banking Association to withdraw from the
Treasurer of the United States the securities deposited
with him, after giving public notice of such intention
m a newspaper in New-York, Boston, Philadelphia,
and the place of its location, calling upon all parties
who may have any of the circulating notes of such
banking association to return them for redemption.
Reterred to the Committee on Banks and Banking.

FUNDS FOR RAILROADS.

Mr. ArLIisoN, of Towa, (Union,) introduced a' joint

resolution as follows:
_ Whaeas, Section five of an act.entitled ‘' An act grant-
ing the right of way and making a frant of 1and to the
States of Ilhnois, Mississippi and Alabama in aid of the
construction of a railroad from Chicago to Mobile,” ap-
proved Sept. 20, 1850, providing that if the said railroad
shall net be completed within ten years, the said State or
1liinois shall be bound to pay to the United States the
amount whion may be received upon the sale of said
lands by the said State, and the title of the residue of
said lands shall reinvest in the United States, to have
and to hold the same inthe same manner as if its act
had not been passed; and

_Whereas, Said railroad has not been completed, as pro-

vided by said act; therefore, -
. Resolyed, That the Secretary of the Interior be and he
is hereby directed to demand and réceive from the State
of Illinois the proceeds derived from the sales of said
lands granted by said act.

Beit purther Resoloed, That the Seeretary of the Interior
be and he is hereby directed to ascertain what portion of
said 1ands remained unsold on the 21st day of September,
1860, and he is further directed to sell such remainder,
in the manner andupon the terms now provided by law
for the #ale and disposition of the public lands belonging
to the United States.

The resolutions were referred to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

POLYGAMY.

Mr. GRINNELL, of Towa, (Union,) introduced a bill
providing that no commission shall hereafter be issned
tp any civil or military officer of the government resi-
Aent in Utah, until he has filed in the office where such
commigsion issues a disavowal of the doctrine and
practice of polygamy, and that no compensation shall
be allowed to any such officers in that territory with-
out such disavowal.

The bill was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

POLITICAL AND CIVIL RIGHTS FOR FREEDMEN.

On motion of Mr. Loax, it was resolved that the
Select Commitiee on Freedmen be instructed to in-
quire info the expediency of some immediate legis-
lation, securing to the freedmen and colored citizens
of the States recently in rebellion the political and
civil rights of other citizens of the United States, and
that they report by bill or otherwise.

NATIONAL BANKS IN SOUTHERN STATES.

On motion of Mr. WiLsoN, of Tows, (Union,) it was
resolved that the Committee on Banking and the Cur-
rency be instructed to inquire and report to the House
whether any order has been issued or arrangement
made whereby National Banks in the Southern States
shall have preference in the proportion and delivery
of their eirculation over the National Banks in other
States, and report all the facts connected therewith.

PACIFIC RAILROAD.

On motion of Mr. HUEBARD, of Towa, (Union,) it was
resolved that the Committee on the Pacific Railroad
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provid-
ing by law, so far as necessary, on the part of Con-
gress for the appointment of one or more government
directors in the companies organized for the construc-
tion of branches of the Pacific Railroad.

SURVEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

On motion of Mr. Brow, of Missouri, (Union,) it
was resolved that the Commirtee on Commerce be in-
structed to inquire into the expediency of a survey of
the Mississippi River and its tributaries, with a view
to the improvement of the same and of other navi-
gable streams, and whether the United States Coast
Survey cannot make said survey; and that they report
by bill or otherwise.

NAVY-YARD ON THE MISSISSIPPI,

On motion of Mr. BLow, it was resolved that the
Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of establishing a Navy-yard on the
Mississippi River, or one of its tributaries, in accord-
ance with the recommendation of the same under a
Joint resolution of June 80, 1864; to report by bill or
otherwise.

RESOLUTIONS AGAINST ARISTOCRACY.

Mr. Baxer, of Illinois, (Union,) offered the fol-
lowing:

Whereas, Class rule and aristocratic principles of gov-
ernment have burdened well nigh alf Eurgpa wit-hg an
enormous public debt and a standing army, which press
as_a prodigious incubus on the people, absorbing their
substance, impeding their eculture, and impairing their
business; and,

Whereas, The classTule as an aristocratic slement of
slaveholding, which found a place in our republic, has
proved itself in like manner hurtinl to our people by de-

ading labor and prohibiting popular education in a
arge section of the country, by striving to rend our
Union into fragments, by causing the blood of hundreds
of thousands of patriots to flow, and by compelling the
people to impose on themselves a debf of European mag-
nitude, in defence of liberty, nationality and civilization
on this continent; therefore, be it

Resolved, As the sense of this House thot once for all
we shoqlﬂ' have done with class rule and aristocracy
as a privileged

power before the law in this nation, no

in restoring the normal relations of the States latsly in
rebellion it is the high and sacred duty of the represen-
tives of a free people to proceed upon the true, as dis-
tinguished from the false, democratic principle, and to
realize and secure the largest attainable liberty to the
whole people of the Republic, irrespective of class or
race.

On motion of Mr. CONKLING, of New-York, (Union,)
the above was referred to the Commitfee on Recon-
struction.

DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS ARMS,

On motion of Mr. INGERSOLL, of Illinois, (Uniog,)
it was resolved that the Commitiee on Military At-
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expedie: of
providing by law for the equitable distribucion.@he
gurplus arms among the States which have never baen
in rebellion.

CASE OF JEFFERSON DAVIS.

Mr. MourzToN, of Illinois, (Uxnion,) asked leays to
offer a resolution, that, if not incompatible with the
public interests, the President be reqguested to com-
municate to this House the reasons why JeEFrersoN
Davis, said to be confined at Fortress Monroe, has not
been tried for treason against the government, and
if any, what obstacles are in the way of his trial as a
gtate criminal,

Objection being made, the resolution went over,
under the rule.

REPEAL OF BOUNTIES.

Mr. WASHRURNE, of Illinois, (Union,) introduced a
bill, which was reterred to the Commiftee on Com-
merce, t0 repeal the bounties.

The Seungte, ihen, oo molion ¢f My, Tws

TOM-HOUSE AT CATRO.

©n motiox, of incig, Mnion,)

matter where oran what form they may appear, and that |

the Committee on Commerce was ingtructed to in-
quire into the expediency of erecting a Post-office
and Custom-housge in Cairo, Il

STATE RIGHTS.

Mr. THORNTON, of Tllinois, (Dem.,) offered a pream-
ble, setting forth certain principles as lying at the
foundation of the government, and concluding with a
resolution declaring that any extension of the elective
franchige to persons in the Btates, either by the act
of the President or by Congress, would be an assump-
tion of power which nothing in the Constitution of
tue United States wonld warrant, and that in order to
avold every danger of conflict, it should be referred to
the sev States.

Mr. THORNTON demanded the ¢ previous question’
on this resolution.

_ Mr. Conkruine, of New-York, (Union,) rose to a ques-
tion of order, saying that the resolution belonged to
the Joint Committee on Reconstruction. ,

The Speaker overruled the point of order, sayiug
that the Committee on Resonstruction was raised on
the question of representation, while the resolution
wag with reference to the elective franchise.

Mr. WasHBURNE, of Illinois, (Union,) moved that
the preamble and resclution be laid upon the table.

This motion was agreed by yeas 111, nays 46, as
follows:

YEAs—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ashley
of Ohio, Baker, Baldwin, kanks, Barlker, axter,
Beaman, Benjamin, Bidwell, Brandegee, Broomall, Buck-
h_md,!Bund{{, Clarke of Ohio, Clarke of Kansas, Conk-
ling, Cook, Darling, Dawes, Defrees, Dixon,
Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eggieston, Eliot, Farns-
worth, Garfield, Grinnell, Hale, Hardin of
Ihnois, ‘Hayes, Henderson, Higby, Holmes,

ooper, Hotchkiss, Hubbard o Towa, Hubbar
Connecticut, Hubbard of New-York, Hubbell of Ohio,

Hulburd, James Humphrey, Jenckes, Julian, Keiley,
Kelso, Ketcham, Laflin, Latham, Lawrence of Penn-
sylvania, Lawrence of Ohio, Loan, Longyear, Lynch,

argton, Marvin, McClurg, McIndoe, McKee, McRuer,

Mercur, Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Moulton, Myors,
Newell, O’Neill, Paine, Patterson, Perbam, Fike,
Plants, Price, Raymond_ of New-York, ice of
Massachusetts, Maine, Rollins, Sawyer, Schenck,
Schofield, Shellabarger, Spalding, Starr, Stevens,
Thayer, Trowbridge, Upson, Van Aernam, Van Horn
of New-York, Van Horn of Misssuri, Ward, Wa.rmir,
Washburne of Illinois, Washburne of Massachusetis,
‘Walker, Wentworth, Williams, ‘Wilson of Iowa, Wilson
of Pennsylvania—I111.

Naxs—Messrs, _Ancona, Bergen, Boyer, Bromwell,
Brooks, Chanler, Dawson, Dennison, Eldridge, Farquhar,
¥inck, Goodyear, Grider, Hardmg of Kentucky, Hill,
Hogan Hnb%ard of West Virginia, Hubbell of New-
Yor ingersoll. Johnson, Kerr, Kuykendall, Marshall,
McCullough, Niblack, Nicholson, Noell, Ort.ﬁ. Radiord,
Randall of Pennsylvania, Randall of Kent,ucky, Ritter,
Rogers, Ross, Rousseau, Shanllin, Sitgreaves, “mith,
3] lweh, Strouse, Taber, Taylor, Thornton, Trmble,
Whaley, Wright—46.

MEXICAN RECOGNITION.

On motion of Mr. Orra, of Indiana (Union,) it wes
resolved that, if not incompatible with the public in-
terests, the President communicate any informa-
tion in posgession of the Executive Department in re-
gard to the steps taken at any time by the so-called
Tmperor of Mexico, or any European Power, to obtain
from this government a recoguition of the so-called
Empire of Mexico, and also what correspondence or
action in the premises has been taken by the Govern-
ment of the Unifed bHtates.

RECONSTRUCTION.

Mr. STILLWELL, of Indiana, (Union,) offered tbe fol-
lowing: 5 }

Whereas, As the war for the preservation of the Union
and the constitntion is now over, and,its counterpart, 1n-
surrectional rebellion, has been put down by the strong
arm of the government, and peace and union being the
object, and that having been obtained: therefore g

Resolued, That the people who have been m vebellion
apgaingt the povernment and who have submitted to the
Jaws of che United States, and adopted a republican form
oiy':;ovemment, repealed the ordmances of sgecession,
passed the Constitutional Amendment forever abolish~
ing slayery, repudiated the rebel debt and passed lawe -
protecting the freedman in his hiberty, the representa-
tives of the people elected to Congress having received
their ce: tificates of election from their respective Gov-
ernors, should be reccived as members of the XXXIXth
Congress, when they shall fake the oath prescribed by
Congress known as the Test Oath, withoub further delay.

The above was referred to the Committec on Kecon-
struction.

CLERES OF DISTRICT COURTS.

On motion of M¥r. DuMOxT, of Ind., (Union,) it was
resolved that the Commitieo on the Judiciary be iny
structed to inquire info the expedicney of providing
by law that no person sghall be appointed a Clerk. of &
District Court of the United States who is' of kin ox
relate@ by blood or marriage to the Judge thereof.

BALTIMORE OBSTRUCTIONE.

On motion of Mr, SLoAN, of Wisconsin, (Union,) the
Committee on Roads and Canals was instructed to in-
quire whether persons visiting the national capital are
subject t0 any unnecessary inconvenicnces or ob-
stacles in passing throunsh the City of Baltimore, and
to report to this House at an early day whether it
would be just and expedient to authorize {lie North-
ern Central Railvoad Company of Penngyivania to €x-
tend their road to this city.

EXTENSION OF THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mr. Hrrx, of Indiana, (Union,) introdnced the fol-
lowing resolufien: sl

Resoleed, 'That, the act of July 2, 1862, presoribing an
oath to be taken and subscribed to by persons elected ox
appointed to office under the Government of the Unibed
States before entering upon the duties of such oftice, 18
of bindmg force end effect in all the departmentis of the
pnb}ll.c service, and should in no instance be dispeused
with.

A motion was made to lay the resoluticn on the
table.

This was agreed to by yeas 32, mnays 126, as follows:

Yuas—Meesvs. Ancong, Bergen, Boyer, Brooks, (han-
Jer, Dawson, Denison, Eidvidpe, Finck, Grider, Harding
of Kentuckv, Harris, Hogan, Hubbell of New-Yorl,
Johneon, Kerr, Latham, Marshall, McCullough, Miblaclk,
Nicholson, Noell, Randall of Pennsylvania, Ritter,
Rodgers, Ross. Shanklin, Sitgreaves, Strouse, Taber,
Tirmble, Thorncon—32,

Navs—Messrs, Alley, Alison, Ames, Anderson, Agh-
ley of Ohio, Baker, Baldwin, Banls, Barker, Baxter,
Beaman, Benjamin, Bidwell, Bingham, Blow, Boui-
well, Brandagzee, Broomall, Bromwell, Bueckland, .Bundi,
Clarke of Obio, Clarke of Kansas, Conkling, Cook,
Cullom, Darling, Davis, Dawes. Defrees, Delano, Dem-
ing, Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Fagcleston, Eliot, Harne-
worth, Farquhar, Xerry, Garield, Grimuell, Hale,
Harding of lilinois, Hart, Hayes, lionderson, Higby,
Hill, Holmes, Hooper, totehkiss, Hubbard of Xowa,
Hubbard of New-York, Hubbard of Connecticut, Hub-
beli of Ohio, kulbura, James Humpbrey, Tnger-
soll, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Kelso,
Ketehum, King, Kendall, Laflin, Lawrence of Pennsyi-
vania, Lawrence of Obio. Loan, Longyear, Lynch, Mars-
ton, Mavion, McClurg, Mcindoe, McKee, McRuer, Mer-
cur,  Miller, Moorhead, Mormll, Myers, Newel,
O'Nonll, Ovth, Paine. Patterson, Perham, Phelps
Pike, Plaunts, Price, Randall of Kentucky, Ray-
mond of New-York, Rice of Massachusetts, 'Rice
of Maine,  Rollins, Rouesean, Sawyer, Schenck,
Scofield, Shellabarger, Sloan, Smith, Spaunlding, Starr,
Stevens, Stillwell, Thayer, John L. Thowas, Jr., Trow-
biidge, Upson, Van Aernam, Van Horn of Missouri, Van -
Horn of New-York, Ward, Warner, Washburne of 11li-
nois, Washburn of Massachusetts, Walker, Went-
worth, Whaley, Williamg, Wilson of Iowa, Wilson of
Pennsylvania—126.

The resolntion was then passed.

NUMBER O MEN FURNISHED.

Mr. Hoorer, of Massachusetts, (Union,) from the
Commiftee on the War Debts of the loyal States, re-
ported a resolution, which was adopted, calling upon
the Secretary of War to furmizh to vhe House a state-
ment showing the number ot men furnished by each
State from the 1st of April, 1861, the number of three-
months’ men, and the nuwmber credifed to each State
on the standard of three years, etc.

HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS.

On motion of Mr. BErior, of Massachusetts, (Union,)
the Committee on Commerce was directed to inquire
into the expediency of reporting a general bill provid-
ing appropriations for the necessary improvements on
the sea and lake coasts, and in navigable rivers.
CANAL FROM THE SUSQUEHANNA TO LAKE ONTARIO.

Myr. MILLER, of Peunsylvania, (Union,) introduced
a bill to ascertain the practicability of having steam-
ship navigation from the Chesapeake Bay, at the
mouth of the Susquehanna River, to Lake Ontario in
the State of New-York.

Referred.

® 5

THE LATE PRESIDENT,

A message was received from the Senate, accom-
panied by & report from that body, proposing appro-
priate action consequent upon the death of President
LINCOLN.

The report wag nnanimously coneurred in by the
House.

RELIEF OF MRS. LILCOLN,

Mr. WaseEBURNE, of Illinois, (Union,) from the Se-
lect Committee appointed to fake action on the bill
for the relief of Mrs. LincoLN, &c., reported the
same, with a substitute, namely, that the Secretary of
the Treasury pay out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated 'to Mrs., Mary

LiycoLN, widow of AsramaMm LincornN, late
Pregident of the United States, or, in the
event of lher death before payment, . then

to her legal representatives $25,000, provided always
that any sum of money which shall have been paid to
his personal representatives since his death on ac-
count of his salary as President of the United States,
shall be deducted from the said sum of $25,000.

Mr. WAsHBURNE said this was the precedent in the
ease of the death oi President HARRISON.

Mr. WexTwORTH, of Illinoir, (Union,) said the facts
being weil known, it was unnecessary to argue them.
The people elected Mr. LiNcoLN for four years, but he
fell by an asgsassin as the last act of a great rebellion,
thus preventing him from living to receive four years’
salary. He moved that the sum of one hundred thou-
sand instead of iwenty-five thousand dollars be appro-
priated.

This was disagreed fo, and the bill appropriating
$25,000, as above reported, was passed.

SUFFRAGE IN THE DISTRICT.

Mr. WiLsoN, of lowa, (Union,) reported & bill from
the Judiciary Commitiee, extending the right ot sui-
irage in the District of Columbia.

The bill enacts that in alllaws prescribing the qualifi-
cations of electors in the Disirvict of Columbia the
word ‘ white ’ be, and the same is hereby stricken
out; and after the passage of this acs no person shall
be disqualified from voting on account of color. Al
acts of Congress and all laws of Marylaund in force in
this District, and all ordinances of the corporations of
Washington and Georgetown inconsistent herewith
are hereby repealed and annulled.

Mr. ELDRIDGE, of Wisconsin (Dsm.,) objected to the
bill being reported.

On motion of Mr. Wirsox the House suspended the
rules for that purpose, and it was made the special or-
der for the 10th of January next. He said, in reply to
a question of order by Mr, Jounsoy, that go far as he
(Wirson) was concerned he would allow a reasonable
opportunity for debate,

THE CURRENCY.

Mr. ALLEY, of Massachusetts, (Union,) offered the
following:

Resolue

hat this Fonse cordially concursin the views
f the I'r relation to the neces-

of the Se
gity of

& View to an
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interests of the country will permif, and we hereby
p]gldge cotperative action to that end as speedily as pos-
gible. y
The resolution was agreed to by yeas 144, nays 6.
Navs—Messrs. Baker, Cobb, Eckley, Harris, Smith and
Thayer.
RECONSTRUCTION.

Mr. AsaLEY, of Nevada, (Union,) infroduced a bill
to enable loyal citizens in the States whose constitu-
tions were overthrown or subverted by the rebellion,
to form a constitution and a Staie government pre-
paratory to resuming their melations to the General
Government.

The bill was referred to the Committee on Recon-
struction.

REGISTERING VESSELS.

Mr. 8pALDING, of Ohio (Umion,) introduced a bill
providing for the registration and enrolling of vessels
built in foreign countries, but wholly owned in the
United States.

The bill was referred to the Committee on Com-
TErce.

POLIGAMY.

Mr. WaRD, of New-York, (Union,) introduced a reso-
lution declaring that notwithstanding the law against
polygamy, that abominable institution still exists,

" and it is on the inerease in Utah; that it is the remain-

ing barbarism of our age and country, and like its
twin-gister, slavery, it should be swept from the ter-
ritories of this republie, if it takes the whole power of
the government to do so, and to that end be it

Resolved, That the Commttee on Territories take the
whole sui)joct into consideration, and inguire into the
conduct of the United States offiolals in tgat Territory,
and report by bill or otherwise such law or remedy as the
exigency of the case demands.

here was no formal action taken ou the subject.

STATE OF THE UNTON.

On motion of Mr. Srevexs, of Pennsylvania,
(Union,) the House went into Committee of the
‘Whole on the state of the Umion, with M, WASH-
BURNE, of Tlinois, in the chair, on the President’s
annual Megsage, when My, SrevENs subnaitied o series
of resolutions referring the various branches of the
Message to the appropriate committees; and so much
of it as relates to reconsiruction was referred to the
Select Committee.

Mr. Stevexns, of Pennsylvania, said: A candid ex-
asmination of the power and proper principles of re-
construction can be offensive to no one, and may pos-
sibly be vrofitable by exciting inquiry. One
of the suggestions of the inessage which we
are now considering has special refcrence to
‘this, Perbaps it is the principle most
interesting to the people at this time. The
President assumes what no one doubts, that the late
rebel Btates have lost their constitutional relations to
the Unicn, and are incapable of representrtion in
Congress, except by permission of the government.
It matters but litile, with this admission, whether
you call them States out of the Union, and
now couquered = territories, or assert that,
becauge the constitution forbids them to do
what they did@ do that they are therefore only
dead a® to all national and political action, and will re-
main so until the government shail breathe into them
the breath of life anew and permit them to occupy
their former position—in other words that they are
not out of the Union, but only dead carcasses lying
within the Union. In either case it is very plain that it
requires the action of Congress fo cnable them to form
& State Government, and send representatives to Con-
gress. Nobody. I believe, pretends that with their
old constitutions and frames of Government, they can
be permitted to claim their old rights under the con-

stitntlon. They have torn their constitutions
into atome, and built on their foundations
fabrics of a totally different character. Dead

men cannot raise. themselves; dead States cannot
vegtore their own their own existence 28 it was
Whose speciak duty it is to doit? In whom does the
coustitution place the honor? Not in the judicial
brauch of the government, for it only adjudicates and
does not preseribe laws. Not in Executive, for he only
executes. and canmnot make laws. Not in the Com-
mender-in-Chief of the armies, for he can only
hold them nunder military rule until the
govereign legislative power of the conqueror
ghall give them law. There is fortunately no difficulty
in golving the question, There are two provisions in
-the Constituiion under one of which the case must
fall. The fourth article saye < new States may be ad-
mittted by the (longress into this Union.” Inmy
judgment this is the controlling provision in this case.
Unless the law of nations is a dead letter, the late war
‘between two acknowledged belligerents, severed their
original conyacts, and broke all ties that bound them
together. The future condition of the conquered
power depends on . the will of the conqueror. They
mugt come in a8 new States, or remain as eonquered
provinees. Congress—the Senate and Houge of Rep-
resentatives—with the concurrence of the President,
is the only power that can act on the matter.
But suppose, as some dreaming theorists imagine,
that these States have never been out of the Union,
bub bave only destroyead their State Governments, so
a8 to be incapable of political action, then the fourth
gection of the fourth article applies, which says:
“The United States shall gunarvanieo to every State
in thig Union a republican form of government.”
Who is the United States? XNot the jundiciary, not the
President, but the sovercign power of the people
exercised throngh their Representatives in Congress,
with the concurrence of the Executive. It means the
political gcovernment, fhe econcmrent action of
both branches of Congress and the Executive. The
separate action of euch amounts -ta nothing.
either in admitting new States or guaranteeing repub-
lican governments to lapscd or outlawed States.
Whenee springs the preposterous idea that either the
President or the Senate, or the House of Representa-
tives, acting separately, can determine the right of
Htates to send members or Senators to the Congress
of the Union? To prove that they are and
have been ont of the Union for all legal purposes, and
are now eongnered subjects to the absolute disposal of
Congress, T will suggest a few ideas and adduce a few
authorities. If the sc-called Confedevate States
of America were an independent beliigerent,
and were so acknowledged by the United States
and by Eurcpe, or had assumed and maintained
an attitude which entitied thein to be considered and
treated as a bellizerent, then during such ‘time they
were precisely in the condition of a foreign nation
with whom we weve at war, nor need their independ-
ence as @ nation be acknowledged by wns to produce
that effect.

Mr. STEVENS then guoted from Mr. Justice GRIER
in the prize cases, all the Jaw on those points. After
such clear and repeated decisions he said, it is some-
thing worse than rvidieulous to hear men of respect-
able standing attempting to nuilify the law of nations
and declare the Supreme Court of the United Statesin
error, because, as the constitution forbids it, the States
could not go out of the Union de fuclo. After proceeding
further in Lis argument, he remarked, it is obvious
that the first duty of Congress is to pass a law declar-
ing the condition of these ovtside or defunct States,
and providing proper civil government for them.

Sinee . the couquest they have been governed
by martial law. Military 1runle is necessari-
ly despotic, and ought mnot to exist longer

than is absolutely necessary. As there are no symp-
toms that the people of these provinces will be pre-
pared to participate in a constitutional government
for some years, I know ol no arrangement so proper
for them as territorial governments. There they
can learn the prneiples of freedom, and eat
the fruit of foul rebellion under such governments.
‘While electing members to the Territorial Legislatures,
they will necessarily mingle with thoge to whom Con-
gress shall extend the right of sufirage. In the Terri-
tories Congress fixes the qualifications of electors,
and I know of no better place, nor better occasion for
the conquered rebels and fthe conqueror to practice

justice to all men, and accustom  them-
gelves to make and to obcy all lJaws. As
to these famed rebels, they cannot, at their
option, reénter the heaven which they have

disturbed, nor the Garden of Eden which they have
deserted, as flaming swords are set at the gates to
secure their exclusion. It become important to the
paticn to inquire when the doors shall be reopened
tor their admission. According to my judgment they
ought never to be recognized as capable of acting
in the Union or being counted as wvalid States
until the constitution shall have been so amended
as to make it what its {rvamers intended, so
as to secure a perpetual ascendency to the party of the
Union and so as to remnder republican government
firm and stable forever. The first of these amend-
ments is to change the basis of membership to actual
voters. Now all the colored freemen in the slave States
and three-fifths of the slaves are represented, though
none of them have votes. Therebel States have nineteen
representaiives of coloted slaves. If the slaves are
now free, then they can add for the other two-fifths,
13 more, making the slave representation 32. I sup-
pose the free blacks in those States will give at least 5
more, making the representation of non-voting
people of color about 37. The whole number of
representatives now from the slave Statesis 70, and
the other two-fifths, and it will be 83, It
the amendment prevails, and those States with-
hold the right of sufirage from persons of color, it
will deduct about 37, leaving them but 45, with the
apportionment unchanged, the 83 Southern mem-
bers, with the Democrats, that will in the
best times be elected from the North, will
always give them a majority in Congress and
in the Electoral College. They will, at,the very
first election, take possession of the White House and
the Halls of Congress. I meed mnot depict the ruin
that would follow. The assumption of the vebel debt
or repudiation of the Federal debt would be sure to
follow. The oppression of the freedmen, the re-
amendment of the State Constitutions, and reéstablish-
ment of slavery would be the inevitable result. That
they would scorn and disregard their present consti-
tutions, forced upon them in fhe midst of mar-
tial law, would be both mnatural and just. No
one that has any regard for the freedom of
elections can lock upon those governments foreed
upon them in duress with any favor. If they
should ¢grant the right of suffrage to persons of color,
I think there would always be Union white men
enough in the South, aided by the blacks, to divide
the representation, and thus continue the Repub-
lican ascendancy. It they should refuse thus
to alter their election laws, it would reduce the
representatives of the late Slave States to about forty-
five, and render them powerless for evil. It is plain
that this amendment must be consummated before
the defunct States are admitted to be capable of State
action, or it never can be. The proposed amendment
to allow Congress to Jay a duty on exports is pre-
cigely in the same situation. Its importance cannot
well be overstated. It is very obvious that for many
years the South will not pay much under our inter-
nal revenue laws. The only articles on which we
can raise any considerable amount is cotton. It will
be grown largely at once. With ten cents per pound
export duty, it would be furnished cheaper
to foreign markets than they could obtain it from any
other part of the world. The late war has shown that

South. Besides, it would be a protection to ihat
amount to our domestic manufactures. Other
proposed amendments—to make alllaws uniform, to
prohibit the assumption of the 1rebel debi—
are of vital importance, and the only thing
that can prevent the combined forces of Cop-
perheads and Secessionists from legislating against
the interests of the Union wheuever they may
attain an accidental majority. But this is
not all we ought to do before these inveterate rebels
are invited to participate in our legislation. We have
or are about to turn loose four million of slaves, with-
out a hut to gsheller them or a cent in their pockets.
The infernal laws of slavery have prevented them
from acquiring an education or from underatanding
the commonest laws of contract or from managing the
ordinary business of life. This Congress is bound to
provide for them until they can provide for them-
selves. If. we do not furmish them with
homesteads and hedge them around with pyo-
tective laws; if we leave them to the legislation
of their late masters, we had better have left them in
bondage, Their condition would be worse than our
prisoners at Andersonville. If we fail in this great
duty now, and when we have the power, we shall de-
gerve and receive the execrations of history and all tn-
ture ages. 'Two things are of vital importance
80 to establish a principle that none of the rebel
States shall be counted in any of the amendments of
the constitution until they are duly admitted into the
family of States by the law-making power of their con-
querors. Formore than six months the amendment
of the constitution abolishing slayery has been ratified
by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States that
acted on its passage by Congress which had Legisla-
tures or which were States capable of acting or re-
quired to act on that question. I take no ac-
count of the aggregations of white-washed
rebels, who, wishout any legal authority,
have assembled in the capitals of the lete rebel States
and simulated legislative bodics. Noxr do I regard
with any respect the cunning by-play into which they
deluded the Secretary of State by frequent telegraphic
announcements that ¢ Sonth Carolina has adopted
the amendment.”” ¢ Alabama has adopted the
amendment, being the twenty-seventh States,” &e.
Thig was intended to delude the people and accustom
Congress to hear the names of these extinet States as
if they were alive, when in truth they have no more
existence than the revolted cities of Latium, two-
thirds of whose people were colonized, and their prop-
erty confiscated, and their right of citizenship with-
drawn by conquering and avenging Rome. It is
equally important to the stability of the republic that
it should now be solemnly decided what power can
revive, recreate and reinstate these provinces into
the family of States, and invesi them with the
rights of American citizens. It is time that Con-
gress should asgert its sovercignty and assume
gomething of the dignity of a Roman Scnate. It is
fortunate that the President invited Congress to take
this manly attitude. After stating with great frank-
ness, in his able Message, his theory, which, however,
is found to be impracticable, and which, I be-
lieve, very few mnow consider tenmable, he
refers the whole matter to the judgment of Congress.
If Congress should fail firmly and wisely to discharge
that high duty, it is not the fault of the President.
This Congress owes it to its own character to
set the seal of reprobation wupon a doctrine
which ig becoming too fashionable, and unless re-
buked will be the recognized principle of our govern-
ment. Gov, Purry and other Provisional Gov-
ernors and orators proclaim that this is the
white maa’s government. The whole Copper-
head party, pandering fo the lowest preju-
dices of the igncrant, repeat the cuckoo cry
“'Thig is the white man’s government.” Dema-
gogues ot all parties, even some high in authority,
grovelling, shout, “ This is the white man’s govern-
ment.” What is implied by this? That one race of
men is to have the exclusive vight fovever to
rule this nation and to exercise all acts
of govereignty, while all other races, and nationg, and
colors are to be their subjects, and have no voice in
making the laws and choosing the rulers by whom
they are to be governed. Whercin does this differ
from slavery, except in degree? Does noc this con-
tradict all the distinctive prineciples of the
Declaration of Independence ? When the great and
good men promulgated that instrurment, and pledged
their lives and sacred honors to defend it, it was sup-
posed to form an epoch in civil government. Before
that time it was held that the right to rule was vested
in families, dynasties or races, not because ot superior
intelligence or virtue, but because of a div.ne
right enjoy exclusive privileges. Our fathers re-

pudiated the whole dectrine of the lega»l. 8O-
periovily of familics or races aud proclaimed
the equality of all men before the Jlaw.

upon that they created a revolution and built the Re-
publie. They were prevented by slavery from per-
fecting the superstructure whose foundation they had
thus broadly laid. For the sake of the Union they con-
sented to wait, but never relinquished the idea of its

final ecompletion. The time to which they
looked forward with anxiety has come. It
is our duty to complete their work. If

thig vepublic is not now made toistandjon {heir
great prineiples it has no honest foundation, and the
Father of all men will still shake it to its centre. 1f
wo have not yet been sutficiently scourged for our na-
tional sin to teach us to do justice toall God’s crea-
tures, without distinction of race or color,
we must cxpect the still more heavy ven-
geance of an offended Father, still increesing
hig inflictions as He increased the severity of the
plagues of Egypt until the tyrant consented {0 do jus-
tice, and when that iyrant vepented of his reluctant
consent and attempted to reinslave the people, as our
Southern tyrants ave attempting to donow, he filled
the Red Sea with broken chariots and drowned horses
and strewed the gshores with dead carcasses.

Mr, Speaker, I trus. that the Republican party will
not be alarmed at what ¥ am saying. I do not profcss
to gpeak their sentiments, nor must they be held re-
sponsible for them. I spealk for raysell and take the
responsibility, and will settle with my intelligent con-
gtitutents, Thisisnota whiteman’s governmentin the
exclugive senge in whichitis used. 'To say sois politi-
cal blasphemy for 1t violates fundamental principles.
of our gospel of liberty. This is man’s goveroment—
the government of all men alike. Not that 41l men
will have equal power and sway within it—accidental
circurnetances, natural and acquired endowment and
ability will vary their fortugies—but equal rights to all
the privileges of the government is innate in
every  immortal being, no watter what the
shape or color of the tabernacle which it in-
habits. If equal privileges were granted to all,
I ghould not expect any but white men to be elected
to office for long ages to come. The prejudice en-
gendered by slavery would mot soon permit merit to
be preferred to color, Butit would still be beneficial
to the weaker races. In a country where political
divisions will always exist their power joined with
just white men would greatly modify if it did
not entirely prevent the injustice of majori-
ties without the right of suffrage in the late Slave
States, 1 do not speak of the Free States. The
slaves had far better been left in boudage. I seeib
stated that very distingnished advocates of the right of
suffrage declared in this city that they do not expect
to obtain it by Congressional legislation, but
only by administrative action; because as one gallant
gentleman said the States had not been out of the
Union, then they will never getit. The President
is far sounder than they. He sees that administra
tive action has nothing 1o do with it. If it everis to
come, it must be constitutional aiwendmenrs or Con-
gressional action in the territorial and enabling acts.
How sghametul thege men of infiuence should mislead
and miseducate the public mind. They proclaim this
is the white man’s government, and the whole coil
of copperheads reécho (hiss) the same sentiments,
and upstart jealous  Republicans join the
ery. Is it amy wonder ignorant foreigners and
illiterate natives should learn this doctrine and be
led to despise and maltreat a whole race of their
fellow-men. Sir, this docfrine of a white man’s gov-
ernment is as atrocious as the infamous sentiment
that damned the late Chicf-Justice 1o everiasting fame,
and I fear to everlasting firve.

The committee rose, and the House adjonrned.

THE DISASTER AT ST, LOUIS.

Breakimg Up of the Iee—Smashing of
Steamborts—Extent of Loss—Death of
John ¢. Fallon.

sr. Lovis, Monday, 18,
The scene of the ice disaster on the river yes
terday was a most exciting one. The levee was a

“perfect promenade of all kinds of people gazing at and

commenting upon the awful scene of smashed and
sgunken steamboats which the moving gorge of Saturday
evening had caught and crushed in its relentless
griw. The river was frozen solid, and huge chunks
of lice, five inches thick, were piled up in shape-
less masges around the doomed steamers, flatboats
and broken wharves. A group of four boats, tightly
jammed together, and so damaged that it was not easy
to distinguish one from another, lie in the stream, on
the verge of the channel. All the others ave crushed
against the bank; some broken fairly in the middle,
others with their pilot-houges, upper decks and chim-
neys cerried away.
The vessels injured more or less are as follows:

Nawe. Valne. ~ Name, Value,
Admiral...........$60,000 Bannock City...... $1,000
OBHPBO aiateininisaie nininie 35,000 |Amoanda ..... . 1,000
Highlander (sunk).. 30,000 Bighorn . 500
Geneva ............ 12,000 Merlana . 500
Sioux City (sunk) .. 2,000{Arganuit .. 5,000
[0, 01V IR e 5,000/ Metropolitan, . ... . . 5,000
Belle of Memphis.. 1,000 Barges, flatboats,

OIOTR L st T 2w atile 5,000 coal-barges, &e... 10,000
Rosalia ...connn. . . 8,000 Freight in steamers
Empire City (sunk). 12,000/ and bargeg....... 20,000

Hattie May ... .. 8,000 e
] g e A T A D e $213,000

The above are probably insured for $100,000.

The gunboats Eitah and Shiloh, lying at the foot of
Plum-street, are uninjured, their iron sides resisting
the pressure of the ice.

Some accidents occurred in the scramble to get off
the boats, when the gorge above began to move; but
no lives were lost.

The scene yesterday was picturesgue as well as
terrible. The sun shone brilliantly on the motley

crowd of men and women in their Sunday costum
who bedecked the levee. Many went out
the wrecks, even ladies and children trying the
gerous experiment. The ice at Cora-street was
enough for quite a large number to cross to

.es | are prob:
to | that Dr.
, dan-

heavy gorge ab that point, and when it moves fin
boats which escaped total wreck on Saturdsy. wil
probably all be destroyed. :

The Mayor called a council of the wndery riters,
harbor masters, &e., at 9 o’clock A. M., to {ake meas
ures against disasters by fire, &c., when the second
calemity occurs. The weather is now quite mild, s
so'tahnt a breal-up is expected at any mome

The steamboat men were nnprepared for this sud
den moving of the ice, and the boats were, there
fore, wholly unprotected, The disaster was almost in
stantanecous. Ropesand chain cables were stapped
like twine, and the crushed and ernmbling flotilla
went a considerable distance down streain before
its course could be arrested, The heavier boats siove
in the smaller ones lying between them, crushing
#ome of them like nuishells, and sinking their hnlit
to the bottom.

Many people in the hotels here are in a sad phght.
They succeeded in getting over on the ice by the aid
of planks; but their baggage ig on the Tlincis side,
Feyv are willing to venture over to-day tc take the
trring; 80 that the travel East will be very small.

Many in New-York will regret to learn the death o
JonN O. Farray, one of the oldest, richest and most
charitable citizens of St. Touis, and a large contributon
to science and education. He wag worth $4.000,000,
He was aid to Gen. HArRISoN in the war of 1812, and
commanded Fort Malden at thot period. He died yes.
terday, aged 75 years.

NORTH CAROLINA,

4 ———.— —

Adjourmment of the Legisiature—Notha
ing Done about the reedmen—A rrest
of an Editor.

RareIGE, N, €., Monday. Dec. 18.

The Legislature of this State adjourned this
morning to meet again on the 1st of February next.

No law was passed or bill pregented for the goverms
ment and protection of the freedmen.

BENJAMIN RoBINsON, editor of the Fayetteville
NVews, was arrested upon the ovder of Gen. Eucrk fox
articles which appeared in his paper uniriendly
to the government, brought here on Saturday, and ad
mitted to bail.

Sudden Illness of Mr., James E. Murdocik
the Actor.:
PAILADELPHTA, Monday. Dec. 18.
Jamrs E. MurDOCK, the {ragedian, was to coms
mence an-engagement at the Arch-street Theatre tos
night, but at the rehearsal he was seized wiil an at
tack of the same nature as that whichx cccurred at
Washington recently, and had to be removed from the
stage.
The Penmnsylvania Literary Uniem.
PHILADELPHIA, Monday, Dec. 18.
A Literary Union of Penngylvania, to be com=
posed of delegates from debating societies thraughout
the State, was organized to-day by thé clccsion of
JonN I. RoGERs, Esq., President.

Sailing of thhe Cuba from Halifax.
. HALIFAX, Monday, Dec. 18.
The steamship COuba seiled at 4 P. M. for

Boston, where she will be due on Tuesday nights
Among her passengers is Jouy C, HEENAN.

BROOKLYN NEWS.

Fire.—Last night about 6 o’clock 2 fire broke
out in the turpentine factory of Mr. Furnpam,
formerly FirroN & Furrswm, No. 27 Iuarman-
street. The building was a two-story brick, and
was stored with a large quantity of maferial, con-
sisting of several hundred barrels of oil, tarpentine,
&e. Some of it was saved, but the most was destroy-
ed. The total damage amounts to about $7,000, sup-~
posed to be insured. Mr. ANDREW DOUGLAEE, a fire-
man, connected with Hose Company No, €, wag run
over in going to the fire and seriously injured.

DiscuArcED.— WM. HunTt, who was arrested
on the evening of the 24th ult. on suspicion of being
implicated in the shooting of Officer Liavcax, ~f the
Forty-fifth Precinct and the rohbery of a horse and
wagon, was yesterday discharged by Justice Daifey.
The only positive testimony against the prisoner wag
given by a boy of 14, named Fox, and the Justice did
not deem his evidence worthy of belief,

BrooxrLyN Common Councin.—The Beard of
Aldermen last evening passed thesisual routine busi-
ness, including the passage, over the Mayor’s veto, of
the contract awarding to Mr. Jonms the buriness of
taking charge of the Cl nton-avenue dock, 7The other
business performed was of an unimportant character,

Herp rvor Trian,—Aporpm Hpssuise, the
supposed burglar captured on the premis
STANNARD, No. 206 South Fifth-strect, E:
trict, on Iriday night last, was yesterday cornmitted
by Justice DarLey to await the action of the Grand
Jury.

Losses BY FIRE.—It ig estimated that the

Josses by fire in the Eastern District for the past six
months amount {o the sum of $200,000,

Horrible Attempt to Murder & Waomamn,
A HUSBAND ASSAULTS HIS WIFE WITH AN AX, AND
IS ASSISTED BY HIS AUNT.

Last evening a most determined and bloody
attempt at murder was made by a husband, who en.
deavored to kill his wife by striking her with an ax,
It appears that about 5:45 o’clock P. M. vesierday,
ROBERT NICHOLAS, who resides at No. 18717 Suliivan-
street, began abuging his wife, ErizaBEri NicHOLAS,
and maltreated her most shamefully. Becoming ex-
cited, the brutal man evidently determined to rid him-
self of his helpmate, for seizing an ax whick lay con-
venient to his hand, he struck the unfortunate woman
on her head with the fearful weapon.

The object of his deadly fury endeavored to mnake
good her escape, when an. aunt of the husband, JEn-
NET FAIRGRAVE, seized her and aseisted Roremr in
his purpose by beating ErLiZABETH severely with a
club. Providentially enough, Officer Tuck, of the Kighth
Precinct, was within call, and he speedily pat an end
to the scene by arresting both jthe furious assailents.
They were both locked up by Capt. Miris for exam-
ination this morning before Justice Lebwirk, of the
Jefferson Market Police Court. The injured woman
was conveyed to Belleyue IHospital for meatinent,
where she now lies in a critical condition.

Work of the Sanitary Police.
The following is the report of the Sanitary Po-
iice for the week ending December 16:

To the Honorable the Board of Police :

GENTLEMEN: The following is the amount of work
performed by the members of my commeand for the
week ending December 16, 1865: Nofices have been
served for the cleansing of 236 sinks, 37 privies, 67
yards, 28 house sewers, 14 areas and alleys, 24 cellars,
1 stable, 52 houses, 2 vacant lots, 5 cegspools ard cis-
terns, and for the repaiving of 11 sinks, 13 sidewalks,
6 stoops, 7 chimneys, and 22 hydrants and waste-pipes.

The following have been cleansed under se:vice of
previous notice: 164 ginks, 34 privies, 57 yards, 28
house sewers, 12 areas and alleys, 49 cellars, 110
houses, 1 vacant lot, 9 cesspools and eisterns: aud re-
paired 10 sinks, 19 sidewalks, 18 chimneys, € vaulis, 6
stoops, and 23 hydrants and waste-pipes.

Total complaints, 526; total cleansed, 541.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

B. G., LORD,
Captain Sanitary Conrpany.

Firves.
PYROTECHNIC EXPLOSION.

A glight fire occurred on the premises of Mr.
GoopwiN, No. 435 East Sixteenth-street, caused by an
explosion of fireworks. Officer Pansone, of the
Kighteenth Precinct, extinguished the flaroes with a
pail of water. No damage.

IN CENTRE-STREET.

Near 5 o’clock, yesterday afternoon, a fire was dis-
covered in the hoop-skirt tactory of MoriTz ('¢HN, in
the fitth floor of No. 207 Centre-street. It oviginated
from the gas-light setting fire to a quantity of ceiton-
yarn stretched on one of the looms. The fire was
soon extinguished with a few pails of water.
to stock, $200; insured.
aged.

Daroage

Arrivals im the City.

Gen. F. Steel, U. 8. A: Hon. W. P pane and?

wife, Washington; Judge M. H. Carpentr b 4
Hon, T.. Blossom and lady, Wisconsir . 3‘;{5":“;“‘;{};":]:
Erie; Hon. Daniel T. Bradford, © ‘)on' fh;n' h
Church, Lake Superior; Jud- <rogon; H nn
musoltin; G, 810 He', B S
A F. Buel, D~ o, 0. 8. A, ‘Washinglon;
?;ﬁgstg %%th% l?et]x?g ¥ !'D AYOity ave among the Mmany
Ex-Gov. Seymopf, . Hotel. e
ford, Massachu, , @lica; Hop.A. C. Mayhew,
J. H. G. Bud & Ty, N. I, Payne, Florida: Judge
A.lba;:\y-'andr'r Keontuaky; Gen. Geo. S. Pacheldor,
H

inebeck, are at the
St. Nicholar, ror, Wm, Keely, Mhincbeck, xc ut the

Markets, by Telegraph.
CEI10AGO, Monday, Dec. 18,
FLoUR quiet. ~ gapar dull and declined Zjc

3c.; sales at $1 29 93/ for No. 1, and ¢22:c.@936
for No. 2. CORN q%?;t2a.{iec. for No. 1, and 43¢/ g
443{c. for No. BARLEY buoyant at 76c. HIC y.

o poiee 4150808 mion

ery in Janu
Jac. for
11%e. R
bushels
Qats,

choice;Dressed steady at
zé;ggTsmTo-nu—’s,mo bbls, Flour
Wheat, 11,000 ‘bushels Corn,
AnipMENTE—1,700 bbls. Flours

']

2 4 Cor.oNy QO
_The Frederick

K. BAYLOR,

e in i
g%i:tsctﬁt gentleman by the nand of | BLACE.

firgt three years,
ceeding seven years.

The building was not dei- .

Pno*nsn:r:»‘(;l' alls
n the spot, and $24 60 for @ eiv.
;;? 50110065 in nPodemte demand a4 8 1o @
! 10¢.@
20,000
6,000 pushels

MING FROM SCOTLAND T¢ ; VIRGINTA.
sburgh Herqld learos W sat Dr. Joun
of Caroline County, Va., Juas leased his
that county for the term/of ten yex};_a, to
nere
2,000 acros in the/farm. It is said
a%i;zg;tie, to reccive $3,500 a year for the
and $6,000 per snnum for the suc-
Mr. Brack designs returning

two millions ot bales, exported at fivehundred pounds | T i . strong e 2,404 will bring over with
SauE Aol Lo he mails were brought over on sledge : scotiand at an early day,snd wil bring
to the bele, "ﬂ‘uu}d icld §$100,000,000. This sceme to | office employes Jr"m%-hiu city, to 1"}?‘,?‘;,}“’ h‘“‘;‘“;' %’“2”3%012“ of emigrants, embracing in the number
e g oldef xevenug we RLLL crs GGiie Deme tho L i el ke e § cloarad: 3 AK‘X(FL b ns of largo famuets X o TJ“ ve woasetlune
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