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BALTIMORE,

SEPTEMBER: 22, 1787 :

. PLAN of the NEW FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

WE, the people of the United States, in or-

der to form a more perfect Union, eftablith
juftice, enfure domeftic tranquility, provide for the
‘common defence, promote the general welfare, and

fecure the bleflings of liberty to ourfelves and our po-

* fterity, do ordain and 'eftablifh this conftitution for

ne&ticut five, New-York [ix, New-]erfe{
. Perinfylvania eight, Declaware one, Mary

®

.as equally as may be into three claffes.

the United States of America.
A RTTCETE I

Sed. 1. - All legiflative powers herein granted
fhall be vefted in a Congrefs of the United States,
which fhall confift of a Senate and Houfe of Repre-
{entatives. v

Sed. 2.  The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be
compofed of members chofen every [econd year, by
the people of the feveral ftates, and the eletors in
cach ftate fhall have the lqualifications requilite for
eleCtors of the moft numerous branch of the ftate
legiflature. S
. No perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not
have attained to the age of twenty-five years, and
peen feven yearsa citizen of the United States, and

““who fhall not, whenielected, be an inhabitant of that

ftate in which he fhall be chofen.
. Reprefentatives and dire taxes fhall be apportio-
ned among the feveral ftates which may be included
within this union, according to their refpe@ive num-
bers, which fhall be determined by adding to the
whole number of free perfons, including thofe bound
to fervice for a term of years, and excluding Indians
not taxed—three-fifths of all other perfons. The
adtual enumeration fhall be made within three years
after the firft meeting of the Congrefs of the United
States, and within every fubfequent term of ten

ears, in fuch manner as they fhall by law dire&.
%he number of reprefentatives fhall not exceed one
for ‘every thirty thoufand, but each ftate fhall have
at leaft one reprefentative; and until fuch enumera~
tion fhall be made, the ftate of New-Hampthire fhall
be entitled to choofe three, Maflachufetts eight,
Rhode-1ilend and Providence Plantations one, Con-
four,
and fix,
Virginia ten, North-Carolina five, South-Carolina
five, and Georgia three. .

‘When vacaneies happen in the reprefentation from
any ftate, the executive authority thereof, fhall iffue
writs of ele@ion to £ill fuch vacancies. i

The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their .

Speaker and other officers; and thall have the fole
power of impeachment,

Seét. 3. ate

The Senate of the United States, fhall
be compofed of two fenators from each {tate, chofen
by the legiflature thereof, for fix years; and each
fenator fhall have one vote.

Immediately after they {hall be affembled in con-
fequence of the firlt clection, they fhall be divided
The feats of
the {enators of the firlt clals fhall be vatated at the
expiration of ‘the fecond year, of the fecond clafs
at the expiration of the fourth year, aud of the third
clafs at the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one
third my be cliofen every fecond year; and if vacan-
eies happen by refignation, or otherwile, during the
recefs of the lcgiﬂgature of any ftate, the executive
thercof may make temporary appointments until the
next meeting of the legiflature, which fhall then fill
fuch vacancies.

No perfon fhall be afenator who fhall not have at-
tained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years
a citizen of the United States, and who fhall nog,
when elefted, be an inhabitant of that flate for
which he fhall be chofen.

The vice-prefident of the United States fhall be

prefident of the fenate, but fhall have no vote, un-

Iefs they be equally divided. ,

" "The fenate fhall chufe their other officers, and al-
fo a prefident pro tempore, in the abfence of the
vice-prefident; or when he fhall exercife the office’of
prefident of the United Stutes.

The fenate fhall have the fole power to try all
impeachments. When fitting for that purpofe, they
fhall be on oath or affirmation. When the prefident
of the United States is tried, the chief juftice fhall
prefide:  And no perfon fhall be conviéted without
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members pre-
{ent. ;

Judgment in cafes of impeachment fhall not ex-
tend further than removal from office, and difquali-
fication to hold and enjoy any office of honor, truft
er profit under the United States; but the party
convicted fhall neverthelefs be liable and fubje& to
indi&ment, trial, judgment and punifhment, accor-
ding to law. ’ :

Sed. 4. The times, places and manner of hold- |
ing eleétions for fenators and reprefentatives, fhall |
. be preferibed in each ftate, by the legiflasure there-

of ;" but the congrefs may at any time by law make

or altar fuch regulations, except as 'to the places of

chufing fenators.
The congrefs fhall affemble at leaft once in every

_year, and fuch meeting fhall be on the firft Monday |

in December, unlefs they fhall by law appoint a dif-
ferent day.

Sedt. 5. Each houfe fhall be the judge of the
ele&ions, returns and qualifications of its own mem-
bers ; and a majority of each fhall conftitute a quo-
yum to do bufinefs; but a {maller number may ad-
Journ from day to'day, and may be authorifed to
eompel the atfendance of abfent members, in fuch

manner, and under fuch penalties as each houfe may
provide. D

Each houfe may determine the rules of its pro-
ceedings, punifh its members for diforderly behavi-
our, and, with'the concurrence of wwo-thirds, ex-
pel a member. -

Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings
and from time to time publifh the fame, excepting
fuch parts as may in their judgment require fecre-
cy 3 and the yeas and nays of the members of either

"houfe ‘on any queftion fhall, at the defire of one-

fifth of thofe prefent, be entered on the goumal.

Neither houfe, - during the feffion of ‘congrefs,
fhall, without the confent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other place than
that in which the two houfes fhull be fitting.

Sed. 6. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall re-
ceive a compenfation for their fervices, to be afl-
gertained by law, and paid out of the treafury of
the United States.  They fhall in all cafes, except
tréafon, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged
from arrelt during their attendance at the feffion of
their refpeétive houfes, and i going to and return-
ing from the fame ; and for any fpeech or debate
in cither houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in any
other place. b

No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time
for which he was cleéted, -be appointed to any.ci-
vil office under the authority of the United States,
which fhali have been created, or the emoluments
whercof fhall have been encreafed during fuch time ;
and'no perfon holding any office under the United
States, fhall be a member of either honfe during kis
continuance in office.

Sed. 7. All bills for raifing revenue fhall origi-
nate in the houfe of reprefentatives; but the fenate
may propofe or concur with 2ihendments ag on other
bills. \ : j

Every bill which fhall have paffed the houfe of
reprefentatives and the fenste, thall, before it be-
come a law, be prefented to the prefident of the
United States ; if he approve he fhall fign it, but
if not he fhall return it, with his obje&ions to that
houfe in which it {hall have originated, who fhall

enter the objeétions at large on their journal, and ,

proceed to reconfider it.  If after fuch reconfiderati-
ou two-thirds of that houfe fhall agree to pals the
bill, it fhall be fent together with the obje&ions,
to the other houfe, by which it fhall likewife be re-
confidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that
houfe, it fhall become a law. But in all fuch cafes
the votes of both houfes fhall be determined by yeas
and nays, and the names of the perfons voting for
and againft the bill fhall be entered on the journal
of each houfe refpectively.  If any bill fhall not be
returned by the prefident within- ten days (Sundays
excepted) after it fhall have been prefented to him,
the fame fhall be a law, in like manner as if he
had figned it, unlefs the congrefs by theiradj ourn-
ment prevent its return, in which cafe it fhall net
be a law.

Every order, refolution, or voté to which the
concurrence of the fenate and houfe of reprefenta-
tives may be neceflary (except on a queftion of ad-
journment). fhall be prefented to ‘the prefident of

the United States; and before the fame fhall take -

effeét, fhall be approved by him or, being difappro-
ved by him, fhall be repafled by two-thirds of the
fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, according to
the rules and limitations  preferibed in' the'cafe of a
bill. ' -

Set. 8, The congrefs (hall have power

To lay and collett taxes, duties, impofts and ex-
cifes, to pay the debts and provide for the common
defence and general welfare of the United 'Statcs ;
but all duties,’ impofts and excifes fhall be uniform
throughout the United States ; :

To borrow money on' the ‘credit of the United
States;

T'o regulate commerce with foreign nations, 2nd

. among the feveral ftates, and withthe Indian tribes;

To eftablith an uniform- rule’ of - naturalization,
and uniform laws on the fubject of bankruptcies
throughout the United States; - ‘

To coin money, regulate ‘the value thereof, and
of foreign coin, and fix the ftandard of weights and
meafures ; :

To provide for the punifhment of counterfeiting
the fecurities and current coin of the United States ;

"To eftablifh poflt-offices and poft-roads ;

To promote the progrefs ()F ference and ufeful
arts, by fecuring for limited times to authors and
inventors the exclufive right to their refpeétive wri-

i tin%s and difcoveries ;

o conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme
ecourt ;

To define and punifh piracies and felonies com-
mitted on the high feas, and offences againft the
law of nations ; SShT

To declare war, grant letters of marque and re-

prifal, and make rules comeerning captures on land
. and water ; o ; e -
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' To raife and fupport armies, Driod
on of money to that ufe (hall be for a longer term
than two years ; !

To provide ané maintain a navy ;
To make rules for the government and regulation
of the land and naval forces ;

To provide for calling forth the militia to cxe-

¥
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cute the laws of the union, fupprefs infurreGions
and repel invafions ; 7

To provide for organizing, arming and dife'-
plining” the militia, and for governing {uch part of
them as may be employed in the fervice of the Uni-
ted States, referving to the ftates refpedtively, the
appointment of the officers, and the authority of
training the militia according to the difcipline pre-
fcribed by congrefs o8
" To exercife exclufive legiflation in all cafes what-
foever, over fuch diftri¢t (not exceeding ten miles -
{quare) as may, by ceflion of particular ftates, and
the acceptance of congrefs, become the feat of the
government of the United States, and to exercie
like authority over all places purchafed by the con-
fent of the legilature of the flate in which the fame
fhall be, for the ere®ion of forts, magazines, acfe-
nals, doek-yards, and other needfal buildings ;

And, - s

To make all laws which fhall be neceffary and |
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vefted*by" this conili-
tution in the government of the United States, or
in'any department or officer thereof. g !

Set. 9. The migration or importation of fuch
perfons as any of the ftates now exifting fhall think
proper to admit, fhall not be prohited by the con-
grefs, prior to the year one thoufand eight hundred
and cight, but a tax or duty may be impofed on fuch
i{mpmtation, not exceeding ten dollars for cach per-
on. 5 :
The privilege of the writ of habeas-corpus fhall
not be {ufpended, unlefs when in cafes of rebe llion
or invafion the public fafety may require it.

No bill of attainder or ex polt facto law fhall be
pafled.

No capitation, or other dire&, tax fhall be laid,
unlefs in proportion to the cenfus or enumeration
herein bcfl())re dire@ed to be taken.

No tax or duty fhall be laid on articles exported
fromany ftate.  No preference fhall be given by any
regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of
one ftate over thofe of another: nor fhall veffels
bound to, or from, one ftate, be obliged to enter
clear, or pay duties in another.

No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, but
in confequence of appropriations made by law ; and
a regular, ftatement and account of the receipts and
expenditures of all public money fhall be publifhed
from time to time.

No title of nobility fhall be granted by the Uni-
ted States:—And no perfon holding any office of
profit or truft under them, fhall, without the con-
fent of the congrels, accept of any prefent, emolu-
ment, office or title, of any kind whatever, from
any king, prince, or foreign ftate.

Seit. 10. No fate fhall enter into any treaty,
alliance or cordederation ; grant letters of marques
and reprifal ; coin money ; emit bills of credit ;
make any thing but gold and filver coin a tender in
payment of debts, pafs any bill of attainder, ex poit
faéto law, or law impairing the obligation of con-,
tracts, or grant any title of nobility.

No ftate fhall, without the confent of the con-
grefs, lay any impofts or duties on imports or ex-
ports, except what may be abfolutely neceflary for
executing its infpection laws; and the net produce
of all duties and impofts, laid by any ftate on im-
ports or exports, fhall be for the ufe of the trea-
fury of the United States ; and all fuch laws fhall be
fubjeé to the revifion and controul of the con-
grefs. No ftate fhall without the confent of cons
grefs lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or fhip
of ‘war in time of peuce, enter into any agreemd.
or compaét with another ftate, or with a foreign
power, or engage in war, unlefs a&ually invaded,
or in fuch imminent danger as will not admit of dep.

lay.
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Sect. 1. The executive power fhall be vefted ia
a prefident of the United States of America. He
fhall hold his office during the term of four yearsy
and together with the vice-prefident, chofen for the
fame term, be elected as follows : .

"Each ftate fhall appoint, in fuch manner as the
legiflature thereof may direét, a number of eleétors,
equal to the whole number of fenators and reprefen-
tativesto which the ftate may be entitled in the Con-
grefs; but no fenator or reprefentative; or perfon‘
holding an office of truft or profit under the United
States, fhall be appointed an-elector. Y

The ele€tors fhall meet in their refpetive flates,”

" and vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one at

leaft fhall not be 'an inhabitant of the fame ftate with
themfelves. And they fhall make a lift of all the
perfons voted for, and of the number of wvotes for
each; which lift they fhall fign and certify, ‘and
tran{mit fealed to the feat of the government of the
United States, direéted to the prefident of the fe-
nate. 'The prefident of the f{enate fhall, 1nrthe pre~
ferice, of the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives,
open all the certificates, and the votes fhall 7™~
counted. . rhe merfon having +ha ~ = °

C ) DEANE 1 crisivian, - .
majority of the whole number of ek appot

and if there be more than one whg have fuel: av;\g}}

rity, and have an equal number of votes, then they

" houfe of reprefentatives fhall immediately chufe %y:

ballsty ony of them for prefident; and it ny perion



