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daily newspaper in America, and its

- Tyrie.—Tle Journal of Commerce is the largest

sues for the year

<aver more white paper by a great many neres in mea-
surement than the issues of any other newspaper
sflice on this continept. We have endeavored, and
hall continue our efforts to deserve that high favor in
which we liave the best evidence that we are held by
our readers and friends.
morning in a new dress, involving an unusually in-
creased expence.  We trust that the additional ability

to grutify the wishes and desires of advertisers, which

We present the paper this

Some changes in the type give us, will prove aceept-
able.

in proportion to the general increase of prices in the

The expenses of our establishment are inereased

country. Tle white paper which we use costs us twice

a3 much per pound us two years ago. The prices
composition aro now advanced in proportion to all
other payments for labor,  We have thercfora been nt
length forced to a small advance in the price of the
poper, of which we are confident 1o one will complain
in these duys. 'We shall persevere in our determina-

sial news-

tion to make our paper the model comme

paper of the country.

SuerressioN  or Newsparers,—The' Tribune
disagrees with us in stating that the Administration
suppresses newspapers  because they expose and
censure its political course, and seems to regard it
as couclusive proof of the error of the statement,
that. there arc many  newspapers which oppose the
Administration -which have not been suppressed.
This is the fuir statement of our contemporary’s
argament. / 1t is sustained by illustrating the char-
acter of some of the opposition newspapers, making
extracts therefrom, and the sum and substance of
the Tribune’s defence is this—if the Administration
suspends newspapers for exposing and censuring its
political course, why do they . mot suspend these
pers ? They do not, therefore the charge cannot
bo truc.

Now this is too wenk an argument, too plain a
Bon sequitur to require an answer. If this is the
best.that ean be said to disprove our charge, then
jndeed the casc is to be “taken as confessed. But
fet us reason together calmly and  considerately on
this subject, and as members of the same profession,
seeking. the samo end, lot us try to determine the
truth. . We did not make the charge tdnadvisedly.
We believe, it true, and when the whole history of
newspaper suspensions in this feountry is reviewed,
the people cannot fail o' think that there is. grave
reason for our belief.

There' is nothing inconsistent with the general
character of the Administration in  suppressing
newspapers for such o cause.  As wo understand it.
Mr. Lincoln is perfectly willing to go before the
people on  the doctrine that it is right to suppress
newspapers which oppose his policy.  For proof of
this, take the case of Lieut. Edgerly in New Hamp-
shire. The order of the President dismissed him
from the army, without trial, in disgrace, for dis-
tributing tickets of the Democratic party at the
Btate eclection in New Hampshire. This was ex-

pressed in the ovder, which is well known to our

i

sontemporaries.  ‘This was an open and unlhesita-
ting avowal of the Administration that it regarded
the support of the opposition dectrines in the coun-
try as. a crime, to be punished by the military
power. - Ttis not, therefore, out of place to say that
the | resident holds to the doctrine that to oppose
his policy is a public crime.

Nor can there be any prewence that editors have
been punished  for patticular offences: only, for the
list of Democratic and conservative newspapers
which have been seized and suppressed is long, and
not one instance is to be found of a radical newspa-
per thus treated.  Heretofore when several conser-
vative papers were suppressed, we reproduced from
certain radical newspapers articles denouncing the
draft, advising men  to refuse to volunteer, discour-
aging enlistments. abusing the President, cariea-
turing and ridiculing his family, and declaring that
the Coustitution was a league with death and a

venant with hell, and we challenged the produe-
tion of any parallel incitements to treason and
sedition from any conservative paper. No parallel
could be shown. DBut the seiznre and suppression
of conservative newspapers went on, while the radi-
cal enemices of Union and Constitution, and of the
war for both, continued the same style of publica-
tion. And the Fresident finally quicted them by
going over to their side on the slavery question, and
adopting their plans and views.  Then they sud-
denly beeame  *loyal” and were received into the
arms of affection.

But look at the very act of ¢suppressing a news-
paper,” and we are persuaded that no man can doubt
that the only reason for committing it is because of
the desire to close the voice of a political opponent.
The punizhment of crime in civilized nations is by
punishing the wrong-doer.  In this nation the plan
now seems to be to personify the press, and punish
the inert type and presses, Cruel and unusual
punishments arc forbidden here.  We pass over the
point that no President or other magistrate has any
right to administer punishment of his own will. We
are not discussing the legality or the right of the
act, for on that point we arc happy to see that the
entire respectable press and public sentiment of the

We are sceking the motive of
aper cstablishment is a vast prop-

nation are agreed.
the act. A news
. There are very few stores or storchouses in
New York to-day which contain the amount of
property, in pecuniary value, which is contained in
any one of our large newspaper establishments.
This value, however, is mainly the good will—the
books of subscription, the advertising patronage
established. 1w and hold it a
month, and you may return it to its owner in good
condition, its yalue unchanged. Seize o newspaper
office and hold it one day, and jts subseribers are
shaken, begin to seck
other channels; in two duys the damage is quadru-
pled; in a few days more the destruction iy com-
plete, the property which was worth hundreds of
thousands of dollurs has vanished,

vive storchouse

its advertising customers

T'hat we our-

selves did not suffer more scriously by the recent
suppression for three days s due to the peculiar
times in which we live and the strong attachment
existing between us and our business friends,  Nor
is it the immedinte owners alone who ard affected
by sueh an event, Nearly cvery New York daily
newspaper gives employment to more than o hun
dred hands, and support to their familics,
are men on the Jowrnal of Commerce who haye

grown up from boylood to advanced years in the

establishment.  Buppressing a newspaper cannot be

I here

for it may snd in many cases will not only
involve the innocent, but permit the real offend-
er to go frec with only an indirect punish-
ment. The man who actually commits the offence
is tolerably certain not to be an owner.  How many
stockholders in the Tribune have any dircet respon-
sibility for the publication of a particular article
this morning 7 s it answered that they are re-
sponsible for the general course of the paper which
they own 2 Preeisely 50, And the general eourse
of the paper is then the object of the suppression,
the reason for the punishment. On no other prin-
ciple can any one defend the sanity of the President
in suppressing n newspaper. He is either vindic-
tive and cruel in the extreme, in that he swecps
away at one blow the property of innocent persons—
oftentimes, as in our own case. of widows and or-
phans—or he means by adopting the course of sup-
pressing newspapers, to say distinetly that he holds
all proprictors responsible for the general political
course of the paper, and strikes the blow for that
reason. If the Tribune, or any other experienced
newspaper, can suggest any other explanation of the
course consistent with the possession of reason, we
should be glad to hear it.

Take the publication of the forged proclamation,
he Administration knew on Wednesday as well as
they knew on Saturday that the newspupers had
been victimized by an ingenious forger. They did not
expect another forged proclamation on  Thursday
morning. 1 liere was nothing to be gained by the sup-
pression.  Nor is there any possible explanation of
it except that which rang through the strects, that
the papers  scized had been powerful advo-
cates of conservative principles, had been eloquent
and able defenders of the views held by at least one
half of the people of the North, and that they were
silenced for their political views,

But pass to other cases.  What was the reason
for the suppression of the Chicago. Thmes, against
which a meeting of New York editors, as well as
the press everywhere, protested? We might go on
with s list of newspapers suppressed in each and
every instance for the manifest reason that their
course hnd been positively opposed to the Adminis-
tration policy. But the subject is by no means a
pleasant onc¢ to dise It makes us ashamed of
America and American instititutions, when we re-
view the eatalogue. . Point out' o speeific instance
in which a newspaper has been suppressed for any
crime known to civil or military law. Point out &
single instance in whieh ' un indictment has been
found Dy any grand jury against any editor, or in
which any newspaper publisher has been convicted
of any offence known to our laws. In the absence
of any such specific instance. permit us to say that
the proof is overwhelming that mewspaper suspen-
sions have been enforced not for erime committed
by editors or publishers, bnt for politicnl opposition,
and for nothing else. The very foundation doctrine
of law that the punishment of erime must be inflict-
ed on the party actually offending, that the accused
must ‘be individually convicted makes it impossi-
ble to say that the suspension of n newspaper is in-
tended as a punishment of erime.  The officers who
scized the office of the Journal af Commerce had
orders to arrest and convey to Fort Lafayette a gen-
tleman who has been with the Army of the Poto-
mac more than a year, and who has had no connee-
tion with the establishment, except as a stockhold-
er, during that time. Was it his crime that the
President sought to punish, or was it not the simple
fuet that the Journal of” Commercs was to be pun-
ished for its ealm, thoughtful and unwavering de-
fenee or sound couservative principles ?

W ¢ cannot aceept the plen that beeause various
newspapers have opposed the Administration and
arc no: suppreseed, therstore the Administration
cannot be supposed to suppress newspapers for po-
litical sentiments. It would be false modesty to
ignore the prominent position occupied in the oppo-
sition’ by tlie two New York papers which were on
this occasion the objects of the 4 dministration
blow. The Worldis the rccognized and the able
leader of the Democratic party pres The Journa}
of Commerce, independent of all party allinnees, is
not without power and influence, growing from its
absolute independenee, which is known and recog-
nized in all parties. But aside from these considera-
tions we may sayv, without fear of contradiction,
that there is not from Maine to California o press
devoted to conservative or opposition principles,
which the radical men in its immediate neighbor-
hood have not proposed, desired and endeavored to
have suppressed  becanse of its principles. W ho
dare deny that statement?  If such be the senti-
ments of members of the party, we may be permit
ted for the present to think that the evidence we
have given will convince even our neighbors of the
Tribure that there is something like truth in the
charge we made against the leaders and recognized
hends of the party.

Ger. STEELE IN ARKANSAS,—So vast is the
scale of operations on which the war is conducted,
that an army of ten thousand men, like that which
entered Little Rock last ¥eptember, is easily lost to
view, except as occasionally it beeomes eonspicuous
in the transient glory of some military exploit.
Nevertheless, Gen, Steele’s army is about as large
as that with which Gen. Scott conquered Mexico,
After
entering the State capital, which was taken by stra-
tegy, with a loss not exceeding fifty men from the
Union army (though he was confronted by General
Price with from fifteen to twenty thousand veteran
rehel soldiers), he took quiet possession of the town,
confiseating whateyer was required by the wants of
the army,  All the storehouses were devoted to the
storage of supplies, and division and regimental
commanders had full license to seize cattle, eorn,
&e., in which the country abounded, tendering
therefor vouchers “‘payable upon proof of loyalty.”
Confiscated property is still held by the ngent of the
‘[reasury Department.  Little restraint was imposed
on citizens, except that those leaving the city were

and made memorable many bloody ficlds.

required to present a pass from the provost marshal,
which could be got only by taking the amnesty oath,
and, in suspected cases, giving proof of loyalty.
a month the railroad, extending some fifty miles to
the bage of supplies at Duvall's Bluff, was put in
running order; and at the same time was completed
the political machinery for running a representative
government, including a Free State legislature,
Meanwhile there was also imposed on the command-
ing general the onerous duty of organizing mi]imry
expeditions to remote points, thouglh there were
avuilable for this object only about eight thousand
horses, which necompanied the expedition overland

In

from Missouri, most of them broken down by long
bad  food,
y | Lnboring under  such

and  scarcity of water

disadvantages, with

travel, heat,
some

intended to be the punishment of o specific offence,

others mounted on mules, while the rebels were
particularly strong in this arm of the service, suc-
cess, to say the least, was problematical. The re-
sult was the loss of a large proportion of his supply
trains. A correspondent at Little Rock suys:
‘' He marched one hundred ane sixty-nine miles into
a hostile country, in the fice of « numerically superior
foe, with but 13,000 men, captured and {actified the
town that the rebels considerea impregnuole, drove
them from three fortified positions, took wbout twe
hundred prisoners, and killed wnd wounded in battle
over four thousand of their men,  He corduroyed fifteen
miles of road, crossed three swollen rivers that had to
be bridged, fought the elements constantly, and the
rebels wheneyer and wherever they showed themselves,
and was continuously victorio
AL the Dbattle of Jenki }‘unl he fought twelve
rebel brigades—mniore than half of which had been in
the fight with General Banks at Plensant Hill, Louis-
luna—undor the chief of the rebel trans-Mississippi de-
partment, General Kirby Smith. ' He whipped them
with about 4,000/men, killing and wounding over 2,000
ol the enemy—morein this single Lattle than he lost
tluring the entire expedition,  He lost durlng the expe-
dition 298 wugons, eaptured by the cnemy; four six-
pounders (two of them ré-captured ut Jenkins's Ford),
and two mountuin howitzers, and about 1,900 men,
killed, wounded, missing aud prisoners,”
We have here recapitulated in brief terms the
record of an important military movement, of itsclf
nttracting little attention compured with the cvents
nearer home yet possibly involving the success of
military combinations ol the first magnitude.

Tue Desocraric Pawry.—The radical Repub-
licans have nominated Mr. Lincolu for re-elec-
tion, with all Lis sins and failures on his head. The
Clevelund Convention, calling itself the Radieal
Democracy, has nominated Fremont.  These two
purtics are actively at work, gathering forces, call-
ing in reeruits, securing the uncertain, and the cam-
paign is opened, Tho conservative men will meet
in convention on the Fourth of July, nt Chicago,
and muke their nomination. It becomes a subject
of vast national interest what this powerful party
will do, and the nation is looking to them for sal-
vation from the hands of those who have brought it
to the verge of ruin.  We say the nation, for, deny
it as they will, the truth 'is too plain to be con-
cealed, that the Republican party is divided and dis-
trusted, and what is more important still, the large
augjority of men who belong to that party do most
carncstly in their very hearts deprecate the re-clec-
tion of Abraham - Lincoln, and  desire to see some
other man in- the chair of Washington, The ele-
ment of discontent, dissatisfaction and despair is
working in the minds of hundreds of thoustnds of
Republicans, If the conservatives, thercfore, make
8 Wise nomination, and adopt a wise platform, they
have the course to themselves, and will carry the
fall election, and save the country.

Itis not to be concealed that there are men in
the Democratic party who will endeavor, in this
crisis, to use the national want for their individual
benefit. ' Some politicians will discuss this and that
candidate, sustaining or opposing him wholly as
they think their own relations. to him will enable
them to control office under him, But we are glad
to know that these men are very few, and they are
certainly powerless.  This is no time for bargnining
in politics. That must be left to the party in
power, who may use every effort of purchase, fraud,
and force, to sccure the continuance of ,power, but
who will be swepe out of existenee as 0 party next
fall, if the opposition be firm and united.

Itis a fortunate circumstance that, of all the
men who are named here and there as possible can-
didates at Chicago, there is not one, so far as we
know, who sceks the nomination, not one who
would not more  gladly sce another man selected.
The simple truth is that the comservatives are to
seck their enndidate, not to be sought by candi-
dates. There is no chanee for political traders to
ask pledges and make contracts, ‘The manwho is
to be nominated at Chicago, whoever he is, will
be carnestly sought and found by the men who
nominate him, and will not have been packing del-
egations and buying off opposition by any pledges
or promisces to any one. This is a most happy
state of affairs.  The radicals, viewing it with ap-
prehension, are cndeavoring to sow | dissension
among the opposition.  ‘They are looking anxious-
ly for an adjournment of the Chicago Convention
to a Jater day, so that they may have opportunity
to create divisions, gnd bring up various candidates.
But there is little danger of their success. If the
Democrats were managed by wire-pullers  they
might succeed.  Fortunately the few wire-pullers
left arc as well convinced as any one that success
must be achieved by n cordial and hearty unity in
the convention, and the great masses of the opposi-
tion, Democrats and conservative men generally,
are not under the lead of any one.

"I'he proposal to postpone the convention has canght
the minds of a few editors, chiefly of pupers helonging
to what is called the Peace Democracy. It will not
do. A nomination is now absolutely needed, Co-
hesion is wanted more than anything. Union of
action is required.  The delay of u nomination
would weaken the opposition day by duy, and inure
to the benefit of the Republicans, who would be secur-
ing the doubtful, hesitating, fuint-hearted men con-
stantly, as the summer progresses. It is of vital
importance that the immense conservative force in
the country should exhibit its power, and make it
known. There are n vast number of people who are
shaking, anxious, fearful, who imagine the Adminis-
tration, power overwhelming and who will not remem-
ber or Lelieve that it'only needs to change less than
a hundred thousand voters in this great country to
carry the cleetion above all the fraud and violence
that can be used.  When the opposition begins in
July to show its strength, when the campaign
opens, as it will, with a patriotic enthusinsm that
was never before equaled, then there will be a rally-
ing point, w centre of attraction und cobesion that
will draw the weak and fearful to the strong body
of defenders of the Constitution.  To postpone the
convention would be to waste the forces, to permit
the usual falling off of an undisciplined army, and
to give the enemy, who possesses money, power,
organization, and growing audacity, all the advan-
tage of the campaign.  ‘I'he sensible men of the
party, we take it, are not likely to be caught by
any such folly.

‘Lhere is one important point to be noticed in re-
ference to the position of the conservatives, They
have nothing to fear from the abuse of their 0|er'—
AllL the weapons of that kind have been
exhausted.  Whatever candidate they put forward
will have become invulnerable by the blows he has
already reccived, and nothing cun be said of him
worse than has already been said.

nents.

The radicnls
wasted their ammunition in this way long ago, and
all their billingsgate, their shouts of  traitor,”
 copperhend " and other epithets will be harmless
wind. 5o universal have been their attacks on con-
servative men that it is searcely possible to find one
who is even remotely likely to be thought of as a

cavalry regiments almost cntirely on foot, ‘and

candidate, who has not been thoroughly nbused—se

thoroughly that the weapons against him are
blunted forever.

Who is to be the candidate of the July conven-
tion? Let him be one on‘whom the convention
agrec without hesitation and with unanimity. No
one urges any particular man. The universal sen-
timent is that the convention must make a united,
enthusinstic nomination. Whoever he is, 5o nom-
inated, he must be sustnined and elected.! If the
name of the candidate required bolstering up and
bargaining or log-rolling through the convention,
if he were to be nominated as the result of man-
agement and huckstering, the chances of success
would be greatly diminished, if not destroyed.
This is the prevailing sentiment, and it is healthy.
The convention, we think, will find a man. The
persons, if there are any, who hesitate, who want
to delay, to wait for something to turn up, to find
a candidate that will suit their particular private no-
tions and wishes, will not be behind others in uni-
ting on some good leader, will fall into the ranks
and heartily sustain the nomination. It will bo an
enthusinstic convention.  I'he fourth of July, 1864,
at Chicago, will be memorable in American annals,
if the conservative men of the country act aus we
suppose they will—act wisely, net together, for the
Union, the Constitution and the laws.

e

Tie Civir. War 1IN CHINA possesses somo new
features of interest, from the fact that Col. Gordon,
who is employed by the Mandarins against the Tai-
ping rebels has met with several reverses, and the
cncouragement Intely expressed in regard to an
carly restoration of order scems to have been
wholly dissipated. While Gordon's forco hns fast
deteriorated, being no longer what it was under the
late General Ward, the rebels have  received
strength from the accession of about 12,000 men
lately forming n part of the garrison at Nanking,
ruthless veterans who sustain themselves from the
country they pass through, devastating villages and
spuring none who fall into their power. In one of
the recent conflicts with the latter, & detachment of
Gordon's men numbering 1,000 wero routed, with a
loss of seven European officers, all of whom were
Dutchered after the fight. The corpse of one was
scen cut open, and the belief is that all shared a
similar fate. Including these, Gordon's loss in offi-
cers since his reconcilintion with the imperialists
amounts to forty, whose places can be filled only
with cxtreme dificulty.  Even lis rank and file are
represented to be made up mainly from rebel eap-
tives and deserters.  As might be expected, Gordon
gives some evidence of despondeney, which tenden-
cy, perhaps, is aggravated by the severe wound in
the thigh received in.n recont engagement, A
report in one of the Ilong Kong papers spenks of
him ns having expressed a belief that had the Brit-
ish authoritics bestowed on the insurgents only a
portion what has been lavished in the imperinl
cause, the empire by this time would have had a
government. But the strife goes on, and with more
destructiveness and exasperation than ever. In
point of eruelty there is snid to be little difference
between the hostile armies, each retaliating till
nothing Jess than extermination i3 threatened; and
as the districts in whieli the war is prosceuted are
among the richest in Chinn, the yicld of raw silk,
18 we sce it stated in the Hong Kong Trade Re-
port, is likely to be seriously affected. ‘The Tai-
pings consume the country they mnow occupy, and
are likely to move forward to other districts now
flourishing. - The Chincse people generally seem to
regard ' the rebellion with indifference, having
apparently lost all confidence in the ubility of their
rulers to check the disorders which prevail in so
many provinees.

Ty Bartivors NoMNATIONR,—The conven-
tion did the work laid out for iz, Dr. Breckin-
ridge, temporary chairman, told the members that
they came there to nominate Mr. Lincoln, aund
they did it.  The **Administration” ticket, how
ever, was broken by putting Johnson on in place oft
Hamlin.  Dickinson missed his luck, as he has so
often before. There was & man once who was so
frequently chosen to oftice by the Legislature of
Connecticut that it is snid the clerk of the House
was accustomed to call the vote as follows: *‘Gen-
tlemen will please step up to the clerk’s desk and
deposit their votes for Samucl Wyllis for Secretary
of ~tate.” The Baltimore Convention was managed
in much the same way. Sec partienlars elsewlicre,

A

Tur Missourt Rapioars.—The vote in the Bal-
timore Convention admitting the Missouri radicals
will cause some strange sensations in the White
ITouse.  This faction has long been obstreperous to
the last degree. They opposed the President in
almost every one of the locul appointments in Mis-
souri, from Gen. Schofield down ; denounced his
policy, and in fact beeame utterly unmanageable.
Their *‘sicge of the White House” he will long
lave oceasion to remember.  Yet the convention,
at the same time that it unanimously approved of
Mr. Lincoln’s re-nomination, received these factious
Mr. Blair and Mr.
Bates will sympathize with the President under this
new affliction.

R —— e

T ArcUrLLES Cass.—A letter from Ha-
vana, dated 3lst ult., says:

The excitement about Arguelles is still unabated,
He was to have been sentenced veste ay, but
thing has been so secret and myaterious that it
to get at the truth. He may even bave ceased to
breathe by this time.  We are all Joth to believe that
the United States Government are implieated in this
outrage upon the American Constitution and good
faith, and still trust the demand will come for Lis de-
livery, as every one, Seward included, well knows that
he will not e tri 1 for his crimes n’;:uiust himanity.
or thut humanity will be talen into consideration, -

There is too much truth in these statements as to
Spanish justice, which in general character is much
like punie fuith, As to the possible fate of Arguel-
les, no imagination may be able to depict its hor-
rors.  Dark and slimy dungeons may keep the
dreadful secret for many s year, or death forever
seal it up.

persons into loving embrace.

STEAM RAms,—When the ferocious attack was made
enrly last month, by the rebel ram Albemarle, 21;
Ronnoke River, inquiries by Representatives in Con-
gress clicited the reply from the Navy Department that
contracts for the completion of iron-clad gunboats of
light draught had not been executed neeording to
agreement.  Though most of these vessels were to have
been completed lust September, not one had been de-
livered yet, und some weeks would clapse before any of
them could be made nvailable for service. It may be
premature to eall for further information, .\'m-nr‘thv-
less, the country at Targe would enjoy n certain degree
of satisfuction i fuvored with an assurnnce that the
delinquent contractors are receiving altention, and
that the work is being pressed forwnrd with energy,
Experience has shown fully that common built war
#lenmers are no mateh for a stemn ram, no matter how
rudely eonstructed, and that we are constantly ligble

rebel rams on equal terms.  With such fucilities as are
at command at any of our large iron works, we onght
to be able to improvise, at short motice, an eptire fleet,
if nced be, of powerful rams. The late Colonel Ellet
made one in a few days from an old river boat, and the
same thing can be done again.

- Pomryise tnp Scnoors.—The eagerncss with
which ward politicians clutch at the nominations for
local school offices, to which no salary or visible
perquisite is attached, has always been a puzzle to
citizens not familiar with the business of city politics.
The mystery was deepencd by the circumstance that
the persons who sought these positions were not the
sort of men who were addicted to learning (more fre-
quently, perhaps, to liquor) and were the Jast men
that ene would pick out aslikely to advance the inter-
ests of education, or any other interests than theirown,
Every year, pcoplc of this description’ seramble and
fight for nominations as commissioners, trustees, or
inspectors! of schools; spend their: own and other
men’s money for ballots and whiskey, and, on elec-
tion day, achieve suecess by the indefatignble exer-

of the articles above enumerated.

Recent scandulous developments have thrown
some light on this dark subject. An investigation
made by & committee of the Board of Education, &
short time ago, proved that instances of immt')mlity
had occurred, which are unfit to be recited in the
columns of n respectable newspaper. It was con-
clusively shown that school officers, to whom was
comniitted the power of employing female teachers,
had used the advantages of their position for the
basest of purposes. It was seen that motives of the
vilest eharacter might influence s, heartless man to
prefer the place of a school officer to places which
cnrried pay and higher honor with them.  Buta
fresh series of facts, just made public, go to show
that to the grossest immorality may now be added
the most sordid avarice, as powerful induccments
for clection to school offices. A committee of the
Board of Education have been investigating com-
pluints against some of the trustees of the Foarth
Ward, and report that ‘‘early in the present year a
perfect system was inaugurated by a majority of the
trustces of ‘the ward to extort money from school
teachers and others in their employ.” It seems
from the testimony,which is voluminous and minute,
that the trustces implicated had o ““ring,” in the
regular Common ' Council style, with president,
secretary and clerk, all complete—the clerk being
the ‘[lrin.cipn]. of u grammar school. . The clerk was
the agent of the *‘ring,” and, being dependent on
the trustees for his employment as teacher, perform-
ed his duties in this extra capaeity with singular
fidelity and zeal, /T'o him all applications for appoint-
ments as teachers were made. ‘* It appears,”
says the official report, *‘that he not only summon-
ed the teachers to come to him, but he called on
their parents and fricnds ns to the amount they
should pay for their appointments—the sums vary-
ing in amount from $50 to $600, according. to the
position sought - for,”  This system, of extor-
tion dated from the building of a new Gram-
mar School in  Vandewnter street, which was
to take the place of Grammar Schools Nos. 1
and ‘26, and wonld necessitate the discharge of
several teachers from those schools or reduce them
to lower positions. ‘The money-levied upon the un-
fortunate teachers passed by the gentle name of
“‘tax;” and no tax was ever exacted with less com-
punction. ‘The report mentions only a single case
where any portion of the ‘‘tax’"wus remitted. That
act of justice and compassion wds done by one of
the trustees ‘‘after witnessing the tears of o female
teacher.”  But it was not contagious. ‘There is no
evidence showing that the other trustees shared in
his magnanimous weakness. The amount of money
harvested from the teachers is not stated.

The committee recommended the removal of all
the school officers of the 4th ward, exeepting Com-
missioner Arthur O'Donnell nnd Trustee F. J.
Klein, and the expulsion of a number of teachers
who had conducted themselves disreputably in con-
nection with the affair. And finally, the clerk of the
board was directed to transmit a copy of the report
to the District Attorney, and request him to submit
it to the Grand Jury. The Board of Education
adopted the report, and accompanying resolutions
unanimously.

So far, so good. . DBut the purification of the
city schools must not stop’ here. It is confidently
belicved that the disgraceful facts which have leaked
out within the past few months, arc but a small sam-
ple of what a deep and thorough probing will reveal,
The board now have it in their power, by a fearless
and impartial discharge of their duties, to restore
the public schools to that old standard of respect-
ability, when the best, men in the city were willing
to aceept the offices of trustees, &e., from a sincere
love of the eause of education and from an ardent
desire to train up the youth of our city in the ways
of virtue, both by precept and example.

MormoN ProsrryTis.—Mormon emigration to this
port, this year, snows a falling-off of more than one half
from that of last yenr. In 1863 it was 3,600 ; in 1864
it will be not over 1,600. The number that will arrive
is known in advance to the Mormon agents here —
the arrangements for their shipment and railroad trans
portation Lelng made for at least six months before
they start from their European homes. The first install-
ment of the year's importation arrived some time ago,
in a vessel chartered by the Mormons, and numbered
over 900. The remaining 700 will prebably reach here
this summer in season to make a pleasant journey over
the Plains.,

This plan of bringing over a flock of Mormons at one
tinre, and allowing none but believers, or those who
are in process of proselyting abrond, satisfics both the
elders and the neophy The former are sure thut the
fuith of their followers w not be rudely shaken Ly
the fucetious “Gentiles, it is apt to be when o small
proportion of Mormons is mixed up with a large crowd
of the *‘world’s people” in the close companionship of
the stecrage.  The converts like the plan becnuse it iy
cconomical and because they are all friends or acquaint-
nnces. As u general rule, they keep together tenacious-
Iy after their arrival in New York, and when the elders
count over their flock at the railroad station
to their departure for the West, few nre discovered to
be missing. The high bounties have made some inroads
among the ranks of the able-Lodied men ; and, oc-
casionally a sister strays away from ler patriarehal
protector, and gets lost among the mazes of city life,
Asa cluss, the women nre truer to their rompac.t than
the men, and go clear through te Salt Lake City,
determined to seo the *“Paradise” of their ilnu;.:ilmlio;\r
ilmm\'ul\:nt persons in this city have tried to persuade
young girla to quit their Mormon nssociates and go into
some respectable occupation in New York, but, with
few exceptions, they have beon proof agninst arpguments
and appenls.  This fact censes to be surprising when it
is remembered . that Mormonism, a3 it is known in
LEurope, is a totally different thing from the faith ns it
is worked up on the grand seale in Utah, beyvond the

previous

to hear of disasters until we ave prepared to cope with

cise of museles and lungs, and the liberal distribution

18 tanght in Earope, by o very shrewd discreet, class of
missfonarics, but an Initiation into the pructic'e is re-
seryed for Salt Lake City.
The Mormons who are coming over this year repre-
sent all the northern nations oFliurgM. It is a curious
fact that an Ttalian, a Spanish, & Portugucae, or othor
hot-blooded Mormon, is something unknown, 1 The Im-
posture flourishes only in cold, or temperate countries
| like Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Switzerlung, German

and England. Denmark and Sweden contribute g large
number of Mormon recruits ; and England aod Germany-
send over whole cargoes at a  time. Atlempts Loy
been made to colonize from France but withiout BUCCess,
That natlon has no aptitude for colonization 3 and net
even the elysium of Mormondom can tempt the Frencl-
mgm away from home.

.ﬁlc whole number of Mormon emigrants who have ,
Lunded at this port during the pnst ten years is about
8,000.

REPEALING THE CoMmuTiTIoN CLAUS —Provost |
Biarshal Fry makes out what appears, ut first slght, to
be a strong case in favor of repealing tlie three hundreq
dollur exemption clause. He draws up n list of Teports

that, out of 7,725 who were not exempted, 6,060 paid
commutation money, 1,416 furnished substitutes, and
1,259 were held for personal service. Upon llnéstrcugth
of these facts, Secretary Stanton advises, and the Pre-
| sident recornmends n repeal of the commutation clause,

Suppose the clause repenled; will the government gt
more men actually than it obtains now?  That is' the
practical questiou to be weighed. Will not all the dif.
ficulties which haye attended the enforcement of the
draft, in, cities and, towns especinlly, be greatly in-!
creased 2 | Large numbers of drafted men fled from New
York in July last, until it wis known that the con.
scription was superseded. In towns of New Jersey,
where the three hundred dollar exemption bas not been
paid by corporate nuthorities for the draft of last month,
hundreds of conscripts are reported to bave abgented
themselves. . Where have they gone ? Nobody knows,
Can they be caught? They certainly stand ag good a
chance of escapings ns the host of army deserters who nre
“allabroad” in Cannda or the United States, It isall very
well to say that men who basely leave| the country after
they are dréfted, baye the penalty of desertion perpe-
tually hanging over them, and are linble to Le tried
and punished years afterwards. This' does not Mni;
them from running away. Nothing will do that but a
cordon of bayonets along the whole frontier. | This is a
circumstance which practical statesmanship must take
into consideration in amending the military laws,

If this is the case—ns every one knows it is—when

| the price of avoiding the draft is $800, what will be
the temptation to fly tho country when no commuta:
tion i3 allowed, and the cost of a gubstitate is run up
to €1,000 or $£1,6007 I’ersons who cnn afford to pay
those suma will' stay, But will that large majority
who eannot afford it, remain quietly at home, and e
drafted ? Is it not to De feared that too many of them,
deaf alike to honor and patriotism, will seck to get out
of the country by the shortest route ?
Legislators should take this weakness of human na-
ture into account. The object of a draft is to get men;
and that law is the best which, under all the circum-
stances, will get tle largest number; with the least in-
jury to the organization of society. It isa fair ques-
tion, after all-that has been said against it, whether the
present lnw, imperfect as it wnay be, will not yield bet-
ter net results, in men, than any otlier that can be de-
vised.

= '
Prerures 1x Lrrrre.—Some of our artists who think

und then complain that the public do not take them off
their hands at prices in proportion —paying o much
per squure foot of canvas—might learn a profitable les-
son from Bleissonicr, the French microcosmic artist.
Here is & man whose field of operations is never more
than 8 in. by 12, and whose pictures sell readily at
home for from 15,000 te 25,000 franes. The onc (the
Halberdier) disposed of by Mr. Knoedler, of this city,
the other day, brought only €8,100; a decided bargnin,
contidering the rates of exchange. The * Chess Play-
ers,” owned by Mr. Belmont, and painted to order, cost
him £4,000 several years ago. Mr. M. O. Itoberts paid
the same amount for the specimen of this master with
which his collection is enriched. There is but one
more Meissonier in the country (rxcepting the one sold
the other day), and that is in the possession of a gen-
tleman of Boston.  Numerous wealthy patrons of art
have sent commissions to the artist, and it is probable
that other of his remarkable works will find their way
to the United States, DBut the prices have to be liberal
to compete with those offered in France and England,
where Meissonier enjoys the highest reputation. At
the time of the Queen's visit to Puris, one of the fittest
presents which the Emperor could choose for her ac-
ceptance wns o Meissonier (the Swordsmen,” or
somethirg of that sort), which she had seen and ndmir-
ed at the Exhibition of Industry. On her return to
the Palace of St. Cloud, she found (s the story goes)
on ler dressing table this identical picture, with the
compliments of Napoleon,

The reasons why the pictures of this 'artist—so
small that, when taken out of their frames they
can be folded up and tucked in one’s pocket book
—are so highly valued are sound and satisfuctory
when they are known. The principal reason is that
Lis ' pictures, no matter how diminutive in their
details, have all- the tones and cffects of paintings
of the size of lifo. DMeissonier takes the trouble of
making life-size studies of all the items which enter
into the composition of his pieces, A hat, a glass of
wine, a sword, the pattern of a table cloth, a button, &
buckle, the most trifling things, arc all first painted
by him full size from the real objects. DBy this means
he learns exactly the kinds and gradations of colors
that Lo must employ to produce the same effects in &
minfature picturc; and the latter picture he executes
by the aid of a powerful magnifying glass, and with
the utmost patience and elaboration, devoting from six
weeks to ‘two months of hard work to a subject no
larger than his palm. When it is ndded that Meissonier
is one of the most accomplished colorists in the world,
and that he possesses an astonishing alent—just short of
genins—for every kind of drawing, the extraordinary
merits discovered in piecos done in this way are no
lenger a subject of mystery, and cannot be ascribed to
an affected or funciful taste. His pictures, in short,
hold all that is worth having in groat spreads of can-
vas, with the additional advantage that they are port-
able and handy to carry about with one, like dia-
monds. There are photographed or engraved copies of
some of his most popular works—in addition to those
already mentioned—to be found at the print shops,
Among them are “The Reader,” the “Lover of Books,™
*‘The Three Friends,” and *“Napoleon after the Battla
of Waterloo,” which is generally considered his finest
production,

There isa fine opportunity for American artists in
this line of fustidious ministure painting.

ANDREW JouxsoN, the new candidate for Vice Pre-
sident, was born in Raleigh, N, C., in 1808, and is con-
sequently fifty-six years of age. In early life ho was
not favored with the advantages of u school clueation,
but applied himself faithfully to his trade asa tailor,
employing the intervals of rest in useful study, In
1826 he removed to the Western States, and in 1835

wus chosen to the Legisluture of Tenness He re-
peatedly served in that Dody in after years, and finally
Tose to the position of Governor and U. S. Senator.

The appreaching Presidential campaign doubtless will
e calivened by references to the carly vocation of the
ex-Senator, a8 giving him special qualifications for
patching up .lh Inion, and possibly he may Lo identi-
fied ns tho distinguished gentleman who mended M.

tench of common law and publie opinion. The theory

Marcy's trowsers, ‘Al is fuir in politics.”

from sub-districts in eight different States, and shows 't

it is necessary for their fame to paint large pictures, ©
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