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i On this page will ‘be found several “forins
£ . of petitionsto Congress and State Legislatures,
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“ “The right of petitionis one ofthe most sacred
~ ever enjoyed by man. Whensthat is lost,
valuable.—In this country, that right is now
jeoparded,—yea, well nigh destroyed. The
limeto excreise it the most eftectually, is when
it is endangered. 'T'he people should rally
round it NO\V,as the ouly means of preserving
it from immolation.

1. Petitions to Congress.—Number 1, re-
lates to the District of Columbia. That is
now a test question. As it shail be decidud,
so will be the fate of liberty in this nation.

No. 2, relates to the Territories. The ques-
tion in regard to them, stands on the same
basis with chat of the District, as to the re-
sponsibilities of northern citizens. e

No. 3, concerning the slave-trade between the
States, occupies high ground. Congress has

" declared the traffic in men on the high scas,
and on the coast of Africa, piracy. Isit less’

piratical in America? . i
~ No. 4, is.intended to meet the expected
BRI s ot '.w“ MNoridassforadmission Cthed

nion, as a slave State. Petitions remon-
straling against this, should be ready iu season,
go that we may not be taken by surprise, as
in the case of Arkansas.

No. 5, relating to T'EXAS, is of extreme
importance. If that imwmense slave-holding
territory, large enough for six or eight States
as big as Kentucky, 1s annexed to the Union,
it will probably involve us in a war with
Mexico, (if not with foraign powers)—will open
a large slave marke’, and thus give a new
gpring to slavery in the old States,—will give
the slave-holding iater st a fearful predon in.
nance in the nation,—will cnable the South to
trample freedomn of specch and of the press,
the right of petition and of locomotion, the
right of organizition, and even of prayer for
the slaves, under foot, by law, and by constitu-
tion ; for they may soon lave the power (and
will they lack the inclinition?) to alter our

" there is little left in civil government which is

| No. 6, also relates to Texas. The reason{righ

| we ' send two kinds of petifions concerning

Texas, is'that some persons, either ‘because |

they did not know all the facts stated in ity o¢

‘sign the long

ling to €i

prtition, (2

5) but might b
# : %

short one,

)

- sy il
tions, that Cpng.r
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‘Columbia, &e. & , (see petition) and thatit
ought to exercisc that power immpediately.
Such a declaration, at this juncture, wotid
have immense influence upon Congress, and
the public generally. It also asks these
bodies to instruct their Senators, and request
their Representatives, on all these topicé, (see
petition.)  This will greatly encourage the
members of Congress. They will feel sustain-
ed and impelled onward by it, in their struggle
to maintain our rights. Too mueh importance,
we think, can not be attached tothis petition.

No. 8, prays for the repeal of, all laws
whicly make dislinctions among our citizens,on
accorm! of eolor. This applies to the anti-repub-=
lican and unchristian statutes “of Ohio, New
York, & &e. There is scarceiy a State
where siel Tuvs do not disgrace the statnte
bouk  1f there be any such State, thi
tion need rot be circq’rgie&;t- were.
N0, e LER L0 E . A
clatned TTTEVE 'S . Sucltaiaw 18 de-
manded by the plainest principles of justice,
and by the U. S. Constitution. It has recently
been granted in New Jersey and Massachu-
setts. I'rom these facts, we may be encour-
aged to ask for it in other States. In Mas.
sachusetts and New Jersey it need not be
circulated, of course.

No. 10, is intended to urze our State
Legislatures to take the same ground inregard
to Florida, which they did pending the ¢« Mis-
souri question,” in regard to that State.

No. 11, is concerning the annexation of
Texas. This ought to be signed by every
friend of God and man. :

III. Suggestions and hints.--1. We must
rely upon you to sce that this work is done in
your towi.

2. You, with the other friends of liberty and
merey, must make sacrifices, 1f necessary, to
circulate these petitions. We know it will

United States Cons‘itution to their wishes.
And would the North submit to this? We
tear the Union will be dissolved, if Texas is
annexed toit.

cost time, trouble, and perha_ps money ; but, if
we remember them that are in bonds as bound
with them, it will be a delightfu' service. We

for seme other reason, might be unwilling to| pr

N3 SoR AN A :
‘Slavery, and the slave trade, in the District of | n

this peti- |

1 Our

slave to petition for mercy ;—
¢ should ‘b¢ the more eager to

is behalf. It is noble to speak
b. The prosent extreme pecuniary

.

toconvert nien to our principl

bta %ﬁ;

heroughly. Leave not a person unvisit-
ad. Heretofore, the work has been commenced
too late, and has often been very supertficially
performed. If each one will do their duty,
we can lay 500,000 names on the tables of
Congress at its next session. That body is
more powerfully moved by large numbers,
than by ‘strong arguments. Let them be
thoroughly plied.

" 4. Do not say, ¢ I[twill do no good—they
are meerrigible.”  We have a duty to per-
form ; #and good has been done. The discus-
sions  Congress and in our State Legislatures,
have gteatly promoted our righteous cause.
We puint witl#2 ezﬂ_;ltz{gon to -the noble action
in the Legislature of Vermont and Massachu-
setts, a8 proots that legislative bodies are not
immovable. It is good policy to do the very
thing ‘your opponents wish you not to do.
g on this rule, we should flood our Na-
iland State Legislatures with memorials.

tion. ™ Anoble band will stand by our rights
at the next session.

5. The petition to Congress concerning
TEexas, should be ready for presentation at the
opening of the extra session, on the first Mon-
day of September next.

6 We have brought forward the different
topics in separate petitions, because some might
be willing to petition for one or more objects,
who might not be wiiling to petition for all.
We suggest, that all the petitions should be
circulated at the same time. T'his will be an
economy of labor ; and, generally, those who
would sign one, would sign all.

7. We earnestly hope you will see that all
the towns in your county are supplied with
blank petitions, If they are not, we trust you
will draft and send copies of the annexed, to
some switable persons m each town, who will
circulate them, with the request that they will
then réturn them to you. For this service, the
slave has no other one to rely upon but your-

self.

must not forget that Congress has denied the

8. The signing of these petitions, we trust,

1. To the Senate and iouse of Representatives of the United States :

The undersigned,

the SLAVE TRADE, in.the District or Con

2. To the Serate and House of Representalives of the United States:

"The undersigned,
State of

of

Respectfully pray your honorable
UMBIA. - :

of

i Respectfully,.pmy yo_im-honarable body, -i-r;u;g;%liutely-t_o- ;}b01i811
_ SLAVERY, and the SLAVE TRADE, in those "I'rrriToRIES Of the United States where they exist. el BT R PO, ) e

9. To the Senate and House of Representatives af the United Siates :

The undersigned,
State of

Trade.

A. To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States :

The undersigned,
State of

of

in the State of
body immediately to abolish sLavERY, and

in the -

.
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mediately,” and to canvass your |

enders ‘it impossible to send out as |

0.

“best friends.in Congress urge us to peti-|.

e confined to abolitionists. All who
very, and love the cause of nercy,
d preserve our free jnstitutions, should
it names -to them, without regard ‘to
fews of abolitionism. It should be a

gt of THE PEOPLE. Abolitionists
g8 alone interested :—the interests of
“involved.  This consideration should
tically, urged.
| mall, but mecessary matlers.—1. Cut
12 pefitions apart, and paste each one at tha
top of 2 half sheet of paper.

_ 2. Fili the first blank, in the body of the peti-
tion, with the words, ¢ citizens,” or «inhabit-
ants,” or “legal voters,” or «women,” &c.
&ec., as the case may require.

3. Fill the second blank, in the bedy of the
petition, with the name of the city or town, if to
a State Legislature ; and with the city or
town, and the county, if to Congress. The

proper method of filling the third blank is

obvious.

4. Names should be signed only on one side
of the ‘paper. Paste on, till it is long enough.
- 5. Liet every one write their own name.
Names should not be copied on—it might l2ad
to a suspicion that they were forged.

Lf you wish to circulate the petitions in
differelit towns, or in different parts of the
same town, at the same time, copy off the pe-
titions, and circulate,

7. Males and females can both sign the
saine petition, if necessary. If women wish to

itions separate from the men, some

~fen ale can copy off the petition,and CTeChTata -

——otherwise, they are requested to sign the
same ({)etition; but in that case, their names
should be kept in separate columns. If males
under twenty oneyears old, and females under
sixteen, sign, their ages should be put down
opposite their names,

8. When the petitions are completed, they
can be forwarded from each town to Congress,
by mail, (while that body is in sessien,) directed
to some member, accompanied by a letter.
There is no postage to be paid by any one.
Petitions of any size may be sent to 2 member
of Congress, postage free. Letters to go free,
must not way over two ounces.

All pe%itions, except those in regard to Texas,
we now'think, should not be forwarded to Con-
gress, Until the regular meeting in December
next. |Circumstances, yet to happen, may
render it necessary to send them on earlier.
The Texas petitions should be before that
body a.f its opening, in September. It might
be well to hand them to your member of Con-
gress before he starts for Washington.

Arrangements may be made in some sec-
tions, to have all the petitions from a county
pasted together, and sent in one roll. This
may bL desirable, in those cases where it is
perfectly convenient, and where it will cause no
delay.

9 .

etitions to State Legislatures should be
forwarded to some member of those bodies,
accompanied by a letter.

10./T'he names on each petitien to Con-
ss,.and to the State Legislatures, should

“%he coupled, and the number put in figures at
1| the to

before it is forwarded. This is im-

portant , sl
Af any information is wished on any of
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Respectfully pray your honorable body, so to exercise the
Constitutional power vested in you « to regulate COMMERCE AMONG THE SEVERAL STATES,” as entirely to prohibit the Domestic Slave

of

in the

Respectfully pray your honorable body, not to admit any NEw STATE

to this Union, whose Constitution tolerates DOMESTIC SLAVERY.

5. To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States :

The undersigned, -
State of

is now forcibly resisted by that power:—the

of

in the

Respectfully pray your honorable body, promptly to reject all proposals for

the annexation of TEXAS to this Union, from whatever source they may come, for the following, among other, reasons :
1. Although the independence of Texas has been recognized by this government, yet, it has not been acknowledged by Mexico, and

Against any measure, tending to such a result, we remonstrate.

2. While we do not claim for Cengress, the pow i ‘
by that body, and hence are decidedly hostile to the annexation of

siavery, and encourages the slave trade between that country and the United States. _ e Ay :

3. Texas has a territory of sufficient extent to make six large St:_it.es. 1t @emg‘ the av_owed intention to continue it a slave-holding
country, its annexation to the Union will give predominant power, in our nut!onul COUI’]E}]IS, to the s]ave-ho}dmg interest, and wi_ll re-
duce to complete subjection, the inlerests of the free States, and especially the interests of their FREE LABOR, which is the foundation of

their wealth and prosperity.

6. To the Senute and House of Representatives of the United States :

T'he undersigned
State of

of

TEXAS to this Union, from whatever source they may come.

7. To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of

The undersigned,

Congress, to be by them laid before that body ;—to the
e andytn the President of the United States.

legislatures ;

of

er to abolish slavery in the several St?_ttes, we are opposed to its further extension
Texas to the Union, with a Constitution which expressly sanctions

refore its annexation to the Union, might involve this nation in a war with Mexico.—

Such a result would probably leadto o pissorurioN or TrE UNroN,—an event we sincerely deprecate.

in the

Respectfully pray your honorable body, promptly to reject all proposals for the annexation of

in the County of

Respectfully pray your honorable body, to adopt resolutions, declaring :

1. 'That Congress has the constitutional power to abolish slavery, and the slave trade, in the District of Columbia.
9. That it has the constitutional power to abolish them in the several Territories of the Union, where they exist,
8. "That it has the constitutional power to prohibit the slave trade between the several States of the Union.
4. That, in regard to all these particulars, Congress ought immediat-ly to exercise that pewer.
We also pray your honorable body, to send a copy of said resolutions to each of the Senators and Representatives of this State, in

Governors of the several States, to be by them laid before their respective

We further pray your honorable body, to instruct the Senators, and request the Representatives, of this State, in Congress, to use
their utmost influence, for the immediate abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia ; and in those Territories
of the Union where they exist ;—and also for the immediate prohibition of the slave trade between the several states.

8. To the Honorable, the Legislature of the State of

The undersigned,

of

any distinction among its inhabitants, on account of corok.

9. o tln;s Honorable, the Legislature of the State of

The undersigned,

of

in the County of

Respectfully pray your honorable body, jlinnediuiely to repeal all laws in this State, which make

in the County of

Respectfully pray your honorable body, immediately to pass a law, securing to every human

being in this State, & TRIAL EY Jury, in all

cases where his or her liberty is in question.

“NEWSEUM

. the Legislature of the State of

e_aBove topies.please direct aletter by mail
to HENry B.. StanTON, INo. 143 Nassau-
New York city, and it shall receive
_ Blank petitions, to any amount,
& had of him.

§fthe individual to whom this is address-
ahnot, on account of some providential
ance, immediately attend to it, we trust he
igiwvill rive it to some ene who will attend
withcut delay.Important matters, requiring
Prompt attention, ought not to be neg-

Res

__and to forward a copy of said protest to each of the Se:
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