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Brianna Herrera’s friends always 
gathered in her Walnut Avenue 
apartment, playing Clue or Uno. 

This Sunday, they 
passed around 
photos of Herrera 
in the apartment’s 
kitchen.

Herrera, a Syr-
acuse University 
senior, had died 
in a bus crash on 

Thursday night. She was 21.
She always stayed busy as an infor-

mation management and technol-
ogy major. Her friends said sometimes 
they would go days without seeing her 
because she spent most of her time in 
Bird Library.

Paulina Colon, an SU alumna 
who roomed with Herrera last 
year, met her through the Sigma 
Delta Tau sorority, where they were 
both members. Colon said Herrera 
always wanted everyone to have 
fun and be happy.

“There was never a dull moment 
when you were with her,” Colon said.

Herrera loved dancing, partying 
and going out with friends. She spent 
most of her time with her boyfriend 
Shareif Jones, an SU senior. They had 
matching white robes and furry slip-
pers, and often went to Orange Crate 
Brewing Company wearing onesies, 
said Madison Albert, one of Herrera’s 
roommates and friends.  

Herrera and Jones had planned to 
visit Cuba after graduation in May.

“They were the perfect couple,” 
Albert said.

Several of Herrera’s friends said 
what they appreciated most about her 
was her honesty and openness. She 
was never afraid to voice her opin-
ion, they said. If they asked how they 
looked in a certain outfit, she would 
always tell the truth.

Kelly McKeon, one of Herrera’s 
roommates, said she made an unfor-
gettable first impression on everyone.  
McKeon met Herrera at the apart-
ment they shared. Herrera, without 
knowing McKeon, talked to her for 
two hours.  

Sierra Holland, who also lived 
with Herrera, said the first time she 
bonded with Herrera was during a 
discussion in their kitchen about 
feminism and intersectionality.

“She was just so strong and inde-
pendent and unapologetically, 100 
percent herself,” Holland said.

Colon said Herrera wasn’t the big-
gest baseball fan, but she appreciated 
how important the sport was in His-
panic culture. Herrera was proud of 
her Puerto Rican heritage and always 
kept the country’s flag in her Insta-
gram bio, Colon added.

By Jaehun Kim 
contributing writer

Syracuse University honored five community members Sun-
day who have made positive impacts on the lives of others, 
embodying the spirit of Martin Luther King Jr., as part of the 
annual Unsung Hero Awards.

The theme for SU’s 34th MLK Celebration was “The Global 
Impact of Civil Rights,” and the awards’ categories were community 
student, SU student, SU faculty, SU staff and community member. 

“Each of these individuals represents the spirit of MLK in their 
own way,” said Bea González, vice president for community engage-
ment, as she presented the awards.

Amiah Crisler, an 11-year-old artist, was awarded in the com-
munity student category. Crisler won first place two times in a row as 
part of a street painting competition in the youth division. One of her 
pieces has gone viral, with more than 70,000 shares.

“It an honor to be selected as a young artist because I think this is 
an opportunity to bring art into everybody’s homes,” Crisler said in an 
interview before the event. 

Crisler was the youngest among the five to be chosen for the award.
“MLK brought people together, and that’s what I like to do with my 

art,” Crisler said when asked how she embodies King’s spirit.
Syeisha Byrd, director of Office of Engagement Programs at 

Hendricks Chapel, was chosen for the SU staff member category. 
She oversees the Hendricks Chapel Food Pantry. Byrd, a Syra-
cuse native, also worked for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Syracuse 
for 16 years. 

Byrd said she wants to act as the bridge between SU and the 
city of Syracuse. 

“I don’t do the work that I do for acknowledgment,” she said. “I do 
it because it’s what I love to do. But being nominated by more than one 
person was really cool.”

Stephen Mahan, who was a professor in the College of Visual and 
Performing Arts and the director of the Photography and Literacy 
Project, also received an award. Through a project, he and SU stu-
dents helped young people hone their literacy and self-expression 
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Hundreds filled the seats of the Carrier Dome on Sunday to 
attend Syracuse University’s 34th annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration. The celebration featured 
singers, dancers and speakers as part of this year’s theme, 

“The Global Impact of Civil Rights,” as well as a keynote address from 
Trevor Noah.

Noah is a comedian, host of “The Daily Show” and author of the 
autobiography, “Born a Crime.” 

He spoke of South African apartheid and its effects on his life. He 
defined apartheid as “legalized racism, as simple as that.” The legal 
racial divides made it so that his family — his mother Xhosa and his 
father Swiss — could not be seen together. 

“One of the key things (oppression) strives to do is separate people,” 
he said. 

Noah said one of the life lessons his mother taught him was to never 
let the racist actions of others ruin their day. 

“You don’t let that injustice change who you fundamentally wish to 
be. In your pursuit of equality, you don’t need to lose the very joy that 
you wish to fully realize,” Noah said. 

Noah spoke of the similarities between Nelson Mandela and King, 
saying that both fought for equality for all, not just those of their iden-
tity. He added that he learned from Mandela to resist oppression not 
from a place of anger, but from a place of love. 

As for his work as a comedian and his ability to use humor when 
discussing serious topics, Noah said “humor is how I see the world. 
It is a visceral expression of our joy,” adding that humor is how he 
processes the world he’s in.

Noah’s book “Born a Crime” was required reading for all incoming 
SU freshmen and was discussed during SEM 100, a mandatory five-
week course that aimed to address issues surrounding diversity and 
inclusion on campus. 

Noah said he never expected the book to connect with people as much 
as it did, but it made him realize how similar people are to one another. 

Jennifer Sanders, a broadcast journalist for NewsChannel 9, 
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Mayor Ben Walsh hosted his 
annual fundraising ball and a vigil 
was held for an SU student who 
died in a bus crash, among other 
things this weekend.

N • Weekend in photos

Page 3

For stand-up comedians at SU, 
the newly-formed CrowdWork 
Orange club presents an 
opportunity for students to 
perform their craft.
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P • Comedic campus
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on campus

SU senior 
dies in 
bus crash

TREVOR NOAH, comedian and host of “The Daily Show,” spoke on the similarities between racial discrimination in the United States 
and South Africa in his keynote address at the Carrier Dome.                alexandra moreo senior staff photographer

‘Do our part’‘Do our part’

see herrera page 4

S • New sport, same goal
Syracuse softball second 
baseman Alicia Hansen grew up 
playing baseball. But in order to 
get to SU, she needed to switch 
her sport.
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Five community members 
receive Unsung Hero Awards 

at MLK Celebration

see unsung heroes page 4

Trevor Noah discussed 
apartheid in MLK 
keynote address

see noah page 4
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